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To develop and withstand the values and practices of the open society in 
Bulgaria 

 
 

To support the democratization of public life 
 
 

To work for the expansion and guaranteeing of civil freedoms 
 
 

To strengthen civil sector institutions 
 
 

To support public debate and policies on key issues in Bulgaria 
 
 

To support Bulgaria’s European integration and regional cooperation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Open Society Institute Foundation, Sofia 
Annual Report 2006 

 3

 
 

Founder 

George Soros 

 

Board of Trustees 

Petya Kabakchieva – chairman 

 

Kina Chuturkova 

Sasha Bezuhanova 

Haralan Alexandrov 

Yuliana Nikolova 

Yulia Zaharieva 

 

Executive Director 

Georgy Stoichev 

 

Financial Director 

Veliko Sherbanov 

 

Program Directors 

Asya Kavrakova 

Boyan Zahariev 

Ivanka Ivanova 

Maria Metodieva 

Tomislav Donchev 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Open Society Institute Foundation, Sofia 
Annual Report 2006 

 4

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 

1. STATEMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR...................................................... 5 

2. Financial profile 2006................................................................................................... 8 

3. PUBLIC DEBATE PROGRAM ...................................................................................... 14 

4. EUROPEAN INTEGRATION AND REGIONAL STABILITY PROGRAM

....................................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

5. LEGAL PROGRAM ........................................................................................................... 21 

6. GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC POLICIES PROGRAM........................................ 26 

7. CIVIL SOCIETY PROGRAM ........................................................................................ 32 

8. ROMA PROGRAM............................................................................................................ 36 

9. EDUCATIONAL POLICIES PROGRAM ................................................................... 39 

10. PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM ................................................................................... 43 

11. EAST-EAST PROGRAM .............................................................................................. 45 

12. PROJECT DESIGN UNIT ........................................................................................... 53 



Open Society Institute Foundation, Sofia 
Annual Report 2006 

 5

 
1. STATEMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Following its mission and main priorities, in 2006 the Open Society Institute - 
Sofia implemented 103 projects with the participation of 51 organizations and 
15 expert teams, focusing its activities on several basic thematic directions, 
among which are the following:  
 

• Preparation of Bulgaria for its acceptance in the EU 
• Gaining better public support for the implementation of integrative 

policies orientated towards the Roma 
• Applying the principles of perspicuity and strict accounting to the 

activities of the public institutions 
• Forming a civil response to the challenges of the populist trends in 

Bulgarian society 
• Strengthening the capacity of the civil sector for participation in the 

process of formation of public policies on local, national and European 
level 

 
In 2006 the Open Society Institute – Sofia made special efforts for activating 
the civil participation in the final stage of Bulgaria’s preparation for joining the 
EU. Through a series of projects, the program “European integration and 
regional stability” mobilized the capacity of a large circle of non-governmental 
organizations, expert groups and representatives of the academic field for the 
implementation of an independent civil monitoring on the accomplishment of 
the commitments taken by the Bulgarian public institutions for the acceptance 
of our country in the EU, as well as for civil intercession for guaranteeing 
conditions for joining the EU of maximum benefit, in the view of continuation 
and irreversibility of the reforms. Meanwhile the program also focused on the 
capacity increase of Bulgarian civil organizations for the stable development in 
the conditions of EU membership, as well as their participation in the process 
of formation of European policies. Some of the projects of Open Society 
Institute – Sofia, aimed at the stabilization of the non-governmental sector, 
were co-financed by the Trust for Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe 
and with funds from the EU’s PHARE program. 
 
The accomplishment of Bulgaria’s commitments for the EU membership were 
also within the focus of the Legal Program of Open Society Institute – Sofia, 
which continues to play important role encouraging the public debates about 
the constitutional reform in the state, as well as in regard to the establishment 
of an appropriate capacity in the civil sector that shall address problems such 
as organized crime. With the initiative of Open Society Institute – Sofia and 
with the assistance of the Legal initiative of Open Society – New York, was 
registered a research centre focused on the problems of organized crime – 
“RiskMonitor”. The Legal Program of Open Society Institute – Sofia continued 
to work for guaranteeing the access to justice and human rights protection, as 
well as for establishing civil control on the work of police. In 2006, in 
cooperation with the police and the metropolitan municipality, the program 
performed civil observation on the places and conditions of police detention in 
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all district police departments on the territory of the capital. The project 
success established the necessary conditions for its implementation in other 
cities in the country as well. 
 
The participation of Bulgarian citizens in the common European debate about 
the future of the EU and the preparation of a civil response to the increasing 
populist trends in public life were among the priorities of the Public Debate 
Program. In 2006, in cooperation with the Centre for Liberal Strategies, the 
Open Society Institute - Sofia organized an international conference on the 
topic “Challenges of the new populism”, situating the Bulgarian debate on this 
topic in European and world context and increasing the level of knowledge of 
the society and the media about the reasons, manifestations, risks and 
possible responses to populism. With the Public Debate Program, the Open 
Society Institute – Sofia also took part in the implementation of a large 
international debate, conducted in all 27 member states of the EU, on the topic 
“What Europe we want”. The debate is part of plan D of the European 
Commission for increased civil participation in the process of forming European 
policies and common vision for Europe. The summarized opinion of the 
European citizens was presented to deputies from the European parliament in 
Brussels and to the Vice-president of the European Commission, Mrs. M. 
Wallstrom. The Open Society Institute – Sofia also supported the conduction of 
a national debate about the Roma policies in Bulgaria, based on the 
Deliberative Poll method. The results of the debate demonstrated high level of 
readiness of the Bulgarian citizens to support the implementation of integrative 
policies and to turn down the attempts for radical and extreme resolutions. 
 
The establishment of appropriate public environment for the implementation of 
policies orientated towards the Roma integration, has been one of the main 
priorities of the Roma Program, the development of which continues, together 
with the popularization of the model for governing societies with ethnical 
diversity, cooperating with the local authorities in the formation of adequate 
integrative policies on the spot. With the support of the program were 
established good opportunities for funding programs for the integration of the 
Roma population through the European social fund. With the support of the 
Open Society Institute – Sofia, a coalition of Roma organizations took active 
part in the development of the operative program “Human Resources”, taking 
into consideration the specific needs of the Roma community. With the Roma 
Program, as well as with some other of its programs, the Open Society 
Institute – Sofia continued its active participation in the process of forming 
policies for the Roma integration and in the process of establishing a capacity 
for the implementation of such policies. In 2006 the Open Society Institute – 
Sofia also established partnership with the Bulgarian institutions within the 
accepted by Bulgaria 1-year rotational leadership of the initiative “Decade of 
Roma inclusion”. In partnership with the American National Democratic 
Institute, the Open Society Institute supported the conduct of a pilot Roma 
trainee program in the Bulgarian parliament. Addressing the problem of 
negative stereotypes to the Roma, the Open Society Institute – Sofia 
continued to encourage the inclusion of Roma journalists in the central 
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Bulgarian media, as well as the participation of Roma experts and leaders in 
the public debates on topics of general national importance. 
 
In 2006 the Government and Public Policies Program continued to work for the 
establishment of democracy of participation and good government by 
stimulating the balanced and stable development of the regions, encouraging 
the partnership between the state and the private enterprise and stimulating 
the reform in the public administration. A special highlight in the program 
activity was the stimulation of the civil participation while guaranteeing the 
perspicuity of the public budgets on local and national levels. 
 
Taking into account the new challenges and opportunities for the Bulgarian 
society, provided by our membership in the EU, and in the view of 
transforming the Open Society Institute – Sofia into an institution for public 
policies, in 2006 the Institute’s Board of trustees took decision to restructure 
the Institute’s program activity and according to that the Public Health 
Program and the Education Program lost their independent existence and since 
the beginning of 2007 they have been transformed to priority aspects within 
the Government and Public Policies Program. Another alteration was the 
merger of the programs European Integration and Regional Stability and Civil 
Society into the combined new program European Policies and Civil 
Participation. 
 
 
Georgy Stoichev 
Executive Director 
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2. Financial profile 2006 
 

2.1 Income 
  
The recognized income from target financing in 2006 amounts to 2.8 million 
US dollars, compared to 3 million US dollars in 2005 and 4.6 million in 
2004. 
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Budget reduction, compared to the period until 2004, has resulted from the 
transformation of the foundation into an institute for public policies. 
Income from target financing in the period 1990-2006, calculated in 
thousands of US dollars. 
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In accordance with the strategy for diversifying sources of funding, in 2006 
were implemented the following projects outside the “Soros” network. 
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Donor Project title 
Amount provided by the 
donor (in thousands of 

US dollars) 

    
 

Total 

Including 
the funds 

assimilated 
in 2006 

PHARE – 2005/108-
049 

Boosting the potential of the 
Bulgarian and Romanian non-
governmental sector to 
improve the social 
environment 

295 109 

Trust for Civil 
Society in Central 
and Eastern Europe 

Strengthening the role of the 
non-governmental sector in 
Bulgaria for the development 
of public policies 

350 301 

Other donors   18 18 

  Total 663 428 

 
Public errands and contracts for technical assistance implemented by the Open 
Society Institute – Sofia and by consortiums, in which the Open Society 
Institute – Sofia was the leading party. 
 

Contracting 
authority Project title Value 

including 
the funds 

assimilated 
in 2006 

PHARE – BG 
2003/005-632-
02.02  

Cross-border collaboration 
Bulgaria - Romania 

37 34 

Public errands       

Ministry of 
education and 
science 

Independent evaluation of 
the corruption risk in 
education 

10 10 

Ministry of 
education and 
science 

Bulgarian and European 
legislation in the field of 
educational integration of the 
children from ethnic 
minorities 

26   
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UNICEF Education on living skills 23 5 

Ministry of the state 
administration 

Informative booklet about the 
rights of Bulgarian citizens 
after joining the EU 

20 20 

The World Bank 
“Social inclusion – qualitative 
analysis of initiatives for 
improving children care” 

5   

  Total 121 69 

 
In 2006 the Institute received income from deposits and securities amounting 
to 33 thousand US dollars. 
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2.2 Expenses 
 
In 2006 the program expenses amounted to 2.7 million US dollars, compared 
to 2.9 million in 2005 and 4.1 million in 2004. 
 
Area 2006 Share 2005 2004 

Legal Program  517 19,3% 596 1 072 

Government and Public Policies 
Program  

517 19,3% 432 374 

Public Debate Program 302 11,3% 233 543 

European Integration and Regional 
Stability Program  

176 6,6% 65 290 

Civil Society Program  493 18,4% 281 247 

Roma Program 143 5,3% 97 176 

Education and Youth Program  131 4,9% 319 636 

Public Health Program  77 2,9% 148 430 

East – East Program 119 4,4% 76 81 

Miscellaneous  204 7,6% 636 288 

Total 2 679 100% 2 883 4 137 
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In 2006 were implemented 103 projects (compared to 232 in 2005), 
considering the reduction in the provided financial support for projects within 
the organized competitions. The main part of the supported projects was 
implemented in partnership with other organizations and expert groups and 
more than one-third of the projects were implemented directly by the Institute. 
 

Program 
Number 

of 
projects 

including 

 Total Organizations Expert 
groups 

Open 
Society 

Institute 

Legal Program 29 11 3 15 

Government and Public Policies 
Program  

55 30 9 16 

Public Debate Program 25 16 7 2 

European Integration and 
Regional Stability Program  

18 5 2 11 

Civil Society Program  19 8   11 

Roma Program 11 4   7 
Educational Policies Program 9 5 2 2 

Public Health Program 6 2 2 2 

Other programs 15 11 2 2 
Total 103 51 15 37 
 
In 2006 by the regional programs of the Open Society Institute – New York 
and Budapest were supported 60 participations in conferences and 30 trainings 
and specializations in The United States and in Great Britain. 
 
The total expenses amount to 2.9 million US dollars and the total income is 
367 thousand US dollars more than the expenses. 
 
The administrative budget amounts to 246 thousand US dollars, compared to 
379 thousand US dollars in 2005, i.e. it amounts to 9 % of the expenses. 

 
2.3 Accountancy and control 

 
The decisions for project financing are taken by independent experts on the 
basis of open public principles and priorities, a detailed activity plan and 
procedures. The main purpose of this approach is to guarantee impartiality, 
perspicuity and avoidance of conflicts of interests. 
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The financial accountancy is performed in accordance with the Bulgarian 
accountancy laws, the international standards for financial accounting and the 
standards established in the international “Soros” network. The accounting 
reports are audited by an internationally recognized auditing company. For the 
last 4 years this has been Deloitte & Touche – Bulgaria. 
 
The Open Society Institute – Sofia has been registered as a public favour 
organization and every year makes public the accounting reports for its 
activity. 
 

 
 

2.4 Resources 
 

The net financial assets of the Open Society Institute – Sofia amount to 5.6 
million US dollars. From them the share participation in associations amounts 
to 4.1 million US dollars. 0.7 million US dollars is the value of the office 
building on 56 Solunska Str. And in that building are situated 35 computerized 
workplaces and 2 seminar halls for operative meetings. 

 
The program activity is performed with the combined efforts of the personnel. 
36 people work in the Institute, in partnership with diverse expert groups. 



Open Society Institute Foundation, Sofia 
Annual Report 2006 

 14

 
3. PUBLIC DEBATE PROGRAM 

 
The establishment of the Public Debate Program within the program structure 
of the Open Society Institute – Sofia origins from the development and 
transformation strategy from a donor organization in a public policies institute. 
The main purpose of the program is the public mediation between different 
institutions in order to influence the political system towards the acceptance of 
the civil society’s agenda. Program priorities are the creation of new public 
policies, drawing the society into debates on these policies and supporting the 
public authority institutions in the implementation of true reforms and the 
initiation and exercising of civil control. 
 
A significant contribution of the Public Debate Program in 2006 is the initiation 
of a political debate for overcoming the risks of populism, which might affect 
the stability of the system of liberal democracy in Bulgaria. A series of events 
were organized in regard to this: the international conference “Challenges of 
the new populism”, a series of public discussions and lectures, as well as 
sociological investigations. For the implementation of this large-scale project 
were invited international and Bulgarian experts in the field of populism. 
 
A topic of key significance in 2006 was the forthcoming membership of 
Bulgaria in the European Union. With the Public Debate Program the Institute 
gave its contribution to a large-scale international investigation, conducted 
within 27 European countries and focused on the topic “What Europe we want”. 
In the view of conducting a public debate on the topic of the European Union, 
was conducted a large-scale examination of the press and the public attitudes 
in regard to Bulgaria’s membership in the European Union. 
 
In the context of Bulgaria’s preparation for membership in the European Union, 
in the autumn of 2006 took place the Presidential election in Bulgaria. In this 
regard the Public Debate Program initiated a series of campaigns focused 
mainly on increasing the voting activity of non-populist electoral groups and 
the young Bulgarians. 
 
In order to achieve wide information distribution, to the Institute and within 
the Public Debate Program in 2006 once again were invited fellows of the 
Institute with expert knowledge, who developed and represented public 
policies in the fields of high priority for Open Society – Public Finance, 
Restructuring of the Bulgarian political and public space, culture and politics, 
cultural policies, Roma integration policy, the price of the protective clauses in 
regard to Bulgaria’s membership in the European Union and others. 
 
In order to successfully accomplish its project activity within the Public Debate 
Program, dynamic partnerships were established with public institutions, 
expert groups, public policy institutes, sociological agencies, political 
foundations and academic representatives. 
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PUBLIC DEBATE PROGRAM 
 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT AMOUNT/USD 

King Baudouin Foundation 

 

Debate on the topic “What Europe 
we want” 

Part of an international project, 

implemented in 27 member states 

of the EU 

67 600 

Bulgarian school of politics, New 

Bulgarian University 

Implementation in 2007-2008 

Covered topics: 

§ Challenges for the 

democracies 

§ Integration of minorities 

§ Policies directed to the 

people with poor social 

status (Roma) 

§ National budget and 

financing of the structural 

funds and the cohesion fund 

50 000 

Work team under the leadership 

of Sevda Shishmanova 

Development of a project, 

preparation and broadcasting of 

documental movies on the subject 

“In the name of Allah – the 

borders of Islam” 

25 000 

Institute for Studies of the 

Recent Past 

Investigations on the socialism in 

Bulgaria in the period 1944—1989 

6 250 

Institute for Regional and 

International Studies 

Strategic minorities in Bulgaria: 

comparative investigation of the 

Turkish and the Roma minority in 

Bulgaria in the years of transition 

to democracy (1989-2006) 

12 000 

Media Links Implementation of two national 

representative investigations about 

the attitudes of the electorate 

16 250 
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Guliver Clearing House 

Foundation and the debate 

centre “Chervenata Kashta” 

Organizing a series of 10 lectures on 

the subject “The crisis in Central and 

Eastern Europe” 

16 875 

“Obshtnosti 2002” Foundation - 

Sofia 

Sociological investigation – “Populism 

as a resource of the ultra-nationalistic 

vote. Potential of the radical public 

attitudes” 

6 410 

Foundation for humanitarian and 

social investigations 

Bilingual issues of the magazine 

“Kritika i humanizam” (“Critics and 

humanism”), focused on: a) the 

populism; b) the integration of Turkey 

in the European Union. 

15 034 

Centre for economic 

development 

Positioning of Bulgaria in global 

economics 

25 600 

Institute for Regional and 

International Studies 

The right-centred alternative 26 000 

Bulgarian school of politics, New 

Bulgarian University 

Publishing the investigation “Bulgarian 

society in the second half of the 20th 

century: History populated with people 

– Prof. Vera Mutafchieva 

2 895,97 

“Obshtnosti 2002” Foundation - 

Sofia 

Observation of the President and Vice-

president elections in the election day 

in the Republic of Bulgaria 

13 200,04 

M L Consult OOD Investigations of the attitudes of the 

electorate 

14 844,28 

“Info Space” Foundation Internet campaign for increasing the 

voting activity of the non-populist 

electoral groups 

26 016,60 

Union Media OOD “EGOIST” magazine 

The campaign “It is your turn”, 

Presidential elections 2006 

6 000,00 

Agency for sociological 

investigations “Alpha research” 

Monitoring of the press and the public 

attitudes in regard to Bulgaria’s 

membership in the EU 

7 517,61 

 

 

  

Fellows of the Open Society Institute 

Subjects of investigations and public debate 

Vera Petrova Mutafchieva Investigation with the following 5 600,00 
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subject: 

“History populated with people” 

Alexander Dinov Kyosev § Research work focused on the 

public image of the Bulgarian 

legal system 

§ Restructuring the Bulgarian 

political and public space 

§ The future of Sofia 

§ Culture, cultural policies, culture 

and politics 

4500,00 

 

Anelia Vilhelm Dimitrova § Populism 

§ The price of the Roma inclusion 

§ Status of the society 

Changes in regard to Bulgaria’s 

membership in the EU 

3 710,14 

Veselina Dimitrova Gyuleva History of the socialism 3 939,31 

Georgy Lozanov Georgiev § Public access to the records of 

the former “Darzhavna 

sigurnost” (State Security) 

§ The media and their regulation 

§ Cultural policies 

5 665,76 

Yordan Milkov Mateev § Public finance / Budget 

procedure 

§ The price of the Roma (non-) 

inclusion 

§ The price of the protective 

clauses in regard to Bulgaria’s 

membership in the EU 

3 811,68 

 § Participation in international 

conferences and workshops 

3 525,27 
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4. EUROPEAN INTEGRATION AND REGIONAL STABILITY PROGRAM 
 
In 2006 under the European Integration and Regional Stability Program were 
performed activities and supported initiatives directed to assisting the process 
of Bulgaria’s European integration, for guaranteeing the qualified membership 
of our state in the European Union starting from 1 January 2007. This was 
achieved by: 
§ Performing independent civil monitoring on the accomplishment of the 

commitments taken by Bulgaria until the actual start of the membership 
in the EU 

§ Analyses and investigations (The group for European forecasts and 
investigations) 

§ Intercession campaigns for the timely accomplishment of the reforms 
and the commitments taken by the Bulgarian government, guaranteeing 
effective membership of Bulgaria in the EU starting on 1 January 2007 

§ Debates focused on key subjects of the European and the global agenda 
 

Signing the Accession treaty for Bulgaria’s membership in the EU raised the 
question about the actual preparedness not only of the Bulgarian institutions, 
but also of society as a whole and of the non-governmental sector to be equal 
partners in rights and in standing in the decision-making processes in the 
different fields and on the different levels in the EU. The necessity of such 
efficient preparation in the remaining year until the actual start of the 
membership grounds the proactive policy of the European Integration and 
Regional Stability Program, orientated to increasing the level of knowledge and 
the capacity of the Bulgarian non-governmental sector for achieving active 
participation in the infrastructure of the European non-governmental sector, 
with the purpose of active influence on the decision-making process on 
European level. 

 

The Program’s regional aspect is orientated to encouraging the cross-border 
civil partnerships for regional stability. 
 
 
 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

   

European Integration Priority  

Operative project Monitoring of Bulgaria’s progress in 

the critical areas identified by the 

European Commission in the 

Monitoring Reports from October 

2005 and May 2006  

44 366,02 

Work team under the leadership Informational campaign “Spring in 499,13  
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of Daniela Guseva Europe 2006” for the conduct of 2 

discussion meetings in the 

Information Centre of the European 

Union and debates in 33. Language 

High School “St. Sofia” 

The Association “Evropeiski 

Prostranstva 21” 

Third issue of the festival of TV and 

radio programs “The Bulgarian 

Europe” - Rousse 

6 439,11  

 Special award of the Open Society 

Institute - Sofia 

997,30  

Operative project Issuing the Accession treaty 

between Bulgaria and the EU 

2 083,57 

Operative project Remote education of the state 

administration on pre-integrating 

financial instruments, structural 

and cohesion funds of the EU 

13 946,37 

Research group for European 

forecasts and investigations 

Creation and presentation of the 

investigation “Analysis of the 

influence of the possible scenarios 

in regard to Bulgaria’s membership 

in the EU, stipulated in the 

Accession treaty” 

Print of four investigations 

21 207.00 

Operative project Developing a conception for the 

influence of policies establishment 

on the EU level by consolidating the 

capacities of the new member 

states (including Bulgaria and 

Romania) 

4 394,02 

Work team under the leadership 

of Marin Lesenski 

Creating a map of the available 

analytical potential in the EU, the 

negotiating states, the candidate 

states for initiating negotiations 

(the Western Balkans) and the 

states under the European 

neighbourhood policy (database for 

think thanks) 

15 000,00 

Operative project Conference on the subject “The 

Bulgarian participation in the 

decision-making process in the EU 

7 991,10 
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after 1 January 2007” 

Operative project Comparative investigation on the 

subject “Two years after joining the 

EU – risks and challenges for the 

new member states” 

12 125,00 

Operative project Presenting the Social platform of 

the non-governmental 

organizations of the EU in Bulgaria 

9 234,33 

Operative project Presenting the investigation “The 

television in Europe – regulative 

frame, practices and independence” 

– report for Bulgaria 

558,59 

   

Regional Stability Priority 

Open Society Club - Rousse “BROD – Bulgarian-Romanian 

community of actions” 

4 742,50 

Atlantic Club in Bulgaria Education of representatives from 

non-governmental organizations in 

Afghanistan 

10 900,00 

Institute for Regional and 

International Studies 

Bulgaria in the system of the 

European-Atlantic security 

3 215,58 

“Mladezhki tzentar KRAG” 

Foundation - Kardzhali 

A short-term strategy for 

optimizing the cross-border cultural 

cooperation between Bulgaria and 

Turkey 

3 000,00 

Operative project A partnership meeting between 

Bulgaria and Turkey with the 

participation of the executors of 

mutual PHARE projects with cross-

border partnership between 

Bulgaria and Turkey 

13 278,38 
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5. LEGAL PROGRAM 
 

In 2006 the program finished the implementation of a three-year strategy, the 
main priorities of which were connected with the reform of the legal system for 

the achievement of a qualified membership of Bulgaria in the European Union.  
During the last year of the strategy’s implementation were also established the 

foundations of new Program initiatives, which in the following three-year 
period will work for the continuation of the reforms, which are being 

implemented in the juridical and the legal protective authorities of the state, 
and for guaranteeing their irreversibility. 

 
Perspicuity and accountancy of the institutions 

 
In 2006 the Program implemented the project “Civil observation in the district 
police departments” – a joint initiative of the Open Society Institute – Sofia, 
General Directorate “Police”, the Sofia Police Directorate and the Sofia 
Municipality. 
 
The project was implemented for a year (September 2005 – September 2006) 
on the territory of all 9 district police departments in Sofia by an independent 
civil observation over the places and conditions of police detention. The 
observation determined the extent to which the legal requirements and the 
human rights were respected by the police. 

In a long-term perspective the civil observation initiative could transform into a 
reliable instrument for reforming certain police practices. Two of the aspects 

observed by the volunteers - the provision of food to the arrested persons and 
the filling of documents and registers, have evolved in a positive direction even 

before the end of the project. 
 

The Constitutional reform 
 

The Program continued to support the civil convention for changes in the 
Constitution. In the Program of the Convent in 2006 were included subjects in 

regard to the discussed in the National Assembly constitutional changes in the 
part Judicial power and regarding the Presidential elections. Within this project 

the Program also initiated a large-scale investigation for summarizing and 
analysis of the Constitutional court practice, the results of which will be 

presented in 2007. Another investigation about the role and significance of the 
Supreme Judicial Council as a warrantor of the independence of the judicial 

system was finished. 
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Access to justice 

 
After the acceptance of the new Legal Assistance Act and the establishment of 

a National bureau for legal assistance, the main efforts of the Legal Program 
were focused on evaluating the effectiveness of the new regulation and on 

determining a realistic budget, covering the needs of the citizens, for the 
support of the system. In this regard the Program performed a series of 

investigations which shall support the implementation of a public debate and 
the following legislative alterations in that field. In 2006 the project for 

providing legal assistance in Veliko Tarnovo was also continued. This project is 
a reliable source of information about the parameters of the legal assistance 

system. 
 

Protection of human rights 
 

The Program supported the continuation for one or two years of 10 of the local 
non-governmental organizations’ projects, which were selected in the 

competition “Effective protection of human rights”. Some of the funds for the 
continuation of the projects were provided by the Civil Society Trust in Central 

and Eastern Europe. The necessity for continuation of the projects is based on 
the continuing acts of discrimination towards members of many vulnerable 

social groups and on the still poorly known new legislation in this field. Some 
of the activities in regard to the projects are meant to work for the 

development of judicial practice in connection with Anti-discrimination Act. The 
provision of legal assistance for refugees, migrants and Roma residents also 

continues, for which are used projects funds. 
 

Investigations in the field of the judicial reform and fighting crime 
 

The lack of reliable and comprehensive statistical information, the poorly 
developed interest of the public institutions in studies in the field of crime 

fighting and the insufficient capacity of the educational and scientific 
institutions for self-dependent studies are a group of mutually connected 

problems, which partially delay the reforms in the state accusation system and 
the investigating authorities. For this reason the Program was involved in a 

large-scale initiative for the creation of an independent research centre which 
shall be entitled to develop new public policies for reducing organized crime, 

elimination of corruption and which shall evaluate the effectiveness of the 
institutions’ efforts to resolve these problems. A plan for the advance of the 

centre has been developed, as well as a set of projects for the implementation 
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of its initial activities. In the end of 2006 the research centre was registered as 

a self-dependent legal entity with the name “RiskMonitor”. In 2007 shall be 
developed the organizing structure and the new organization will be presented. 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

“Risk Monitor” – centre for 

fighting organized crime 

Fund for institutional development 

and for attracting resources from 

other donors 

200,000 

Effective protection of human rights – continuation of projects 

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee Initiating legal proceedings for the 

victims of violence on racial 

grounds, hostile statements and 

discrimination 

10 000,00 

Romani Baht Foundation Effective protection from 

discrimination on ethnic grounds 

10 000,00 

Co-financing with the Trust for Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe 

“Detza i yunoshi” Association “My rights” 17 000,00 

Association for Refugees and 

Migrants 

Access to proceedings and 

protection of the rights of the 

refugees and the migrants 

17 000,00 

“Dostoen zhivot” Association - 

Vidin 

“The laws – rights for everybody” 10 000,00 

“Tzentar za nezavisim zhivot” 

Association 

“Equal in rights – by the laws and 

in life” 

10 000,00 

“P.U.L.S” Foundation - Pernik Legal protection of Roma residents 

who are victims of violence and 

discrimination 

10 000,00 

“Horizonti” Foundation Accessible legal assistance for 

people with impairments 

17 000,00 

Foundation for regional 

development “Roma” - Plovdiv 

Legal protection and education of 

Roma residents 

7 000,00 

Centre for mental examinations 

and psychotherapy – 

Targovishte branch 

“We all have rights, but do we 

know them?” 

7 000,00 

A total of 115 000 US dollars, 65 000 of which were provided by the Trust for 

Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe 

Legal assistance office – 

Attorney association 

“Georgieva, Encheva, Ilieva, 

Penchev and Chakarova” 

 

A model for providing legal 

assistance by attorneys on duty 

and supporting the legal assistance 

office in Veliko Tarnovo 

49 390,00 
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Work team under the leadership 

of Martin Asenov Gramatikov 

Investigations about the access to 

justice 

21 593,50 

“Bulgarian Lawyers for Human 

Rights” Foundation 

Reform of the judicial system and 

protection of human rights 

12 060,00 

Civil Association “Ekspertni 

analizi” 

Organization and conduct of two 

workshops for training investigators 

from the Capital Investigation 

Service 

7 187,50 

Work team under the leadership 

of Rumyana Kolarova 

Constitutional court – jurisprudence 

1997-2006 

25 450,00 

Operative project “Access to justice” project 2 032,11 

Operative project Reform of the inquest – training of 

investigators 

13 502,13 

Operative project Investigation on the subject “The 

Supreme Judicial Council as a 

warrantor of the independence of 

the judicial system – 15 years 

later” 

8 821,32 

Operative project Civil Convention for changes in the 

Bulgarian Constitution 

21 070,66 

Operative project Civil observation in the district 

police departments in Sofia 

21 579,09 

Operative project Institutional stabilization and 

monitoring of the legal offices’ 

activities in the law faculties in 

Bulgaria 

5 272,45 

Operative project Monitoring of Bulgaria’s progress in 

the critical areas identified by the 

European Commission in the 

Monitoring report from October 

2005 

6 710,13 

Operative project Observation over the courts 3 003,37 

 

 

 

 

  

Operative project Organizing a conference on the 

subject “Violence, crime and 

society”, together with the Sofia 

University St. Kliment Ohridski and 

8 841,47 
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the Philippe-Pinel Institute 

Operative project Policies for controlling the cross-

border migration 

3 193,00 

Operative project Translation and adaptation of 

multimedia academy training 

module for the Police Academy 

7 829,90 

Operative project Assessment of the organizations for 

protection of rights in Bulgaria 

1 501,59 

Projects financed by the Initiatives in the judicial system program, Open 

Society Institute – New York 

 Perspicuity and effectiveness of the 

prosecutor institution 

31 200,66 

 Participation in international 

conferences and workshops 

2 214 
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6. GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC POLICIES PROGRAM 
 
The Government and Public Policies program cooperated for establishing 
democracy of participation and good government by stimulating the balanced 
and stable development of the regions, encouraging the partnership between 
the state and the private enterprise and stimulating the reform in public 
administration. 
 
The Program is aimed at increasing the civil participation in the formation of 
the national policies on local and national level and at the public policy 
modernization. 
 
The priorities, in regard to which the program activities are performed, are 
decentralization, development and implementation of partnership models 
between public and private institutions (public-private partnerships) and 
reforming the public administration. 
 
In 2006 the efforts for encouraging the decentralization process were 
continued and special focus was given to the new relations between the 
municipality and the vouchers of secondary importance (town councils and 
servicing establishments) which shall be achieved by the reform. Within this 
project, named “Analysis, evaluation and decentralization policy on local level”, 
was created a model of these relations seeking the balance between the 
centralized and decentralized provision of local public services and leading to 
the expansion of their range and the improvement of their quality. 
 
The program created methodology for value assessment of the administrative 
services provided by municipalities. The project’s authors used as base the 
planned budgetary expenses and the actual expenses made and collated them 
to the volume, quality and time duration of the work done, meanwhile 
comparing them with the forecasted market prices for these services. The 
development of methods for analyzing the costs and benefits of public services 
was completed. The methods were applied in regard to the introduction of the 
service “Submitting VAT declarations on the Internet”. 
 
Special focus was given to the creation of a capacity for the establishment of 
public-private partnerships. As part of the project “Studying the international 
practices connected to models of interaction between the public authorities and 
the non-governmental organizations” was created a manual, presenting 
models and technologies for effective partnership between the non-
governmental organizations and the local authorities. As a result of this 
project, the Sofia City Council signed and accepted Regulation of the public 
discussions and the consultations with the interested parties in Sofia 
Municipality. 
 
For second year within the program was performed assessment of the 
effectiveness of the state budget process and its economic consequences. A 
report about the influence of EU’s Structural funds on the state budget was 
prepared and presented. 
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In 2006 the program continued working on problems concerning the 
integration of the Roma community. The project for governing ethnically 
diverse communities expanded its range and was continued as part of the 
Roma program, together with an analysis of the segregation and access to 
different public services for the Roma population. With the Program’s support 
were provided good opportunities for financing programs for Roma integration 
from the European Social Fund. A coalition of Roma organizations took active 
part in the development of the “Human Resources” operative program and 
successfully convinced the government to put greater emphasis on the 
problems of the Roma in the operative program. 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

The projects are co-financed with the program Initiatives of the local 

government, Open Society Institute 

Competition for regional projects in the public policies field, co-financed by the 

Trust for Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe 

“Hebar” Association of the 

municipalities from the southern 

central region 

Institutionalizing a public defender 

in Rakovski municipality 

4 185,35 

Civil Association “Public 

barometer” 

Civil campaign “The drinking water 

in Sliven – quality and price” 

4 208,13 

Prevention Fund Foundation The local public mediators in the 

Pazardzhik region – warrantors for 

the local anti-corruption policy 

Ombudsman 

4 240,00 

Center for Interethnic Dialogue 

and Tolerance 

Establishing a dialogue model 

between the local authorities and 

the Roma community 

4 370,00 

“Naya” Association - 

Targovishte 

Female lobby in Targovishte 

municipality – a policy protecting 

women’s rights – campaign against 

domestic violence and traffic of 

women 

3 100,00 

“Human Rights – Step by Step” 

Association 

Election of local public mediators 4 406,51 

Association of Parks in Bulgaria Reducing the loss of the most 

valuable places in nature – changes 

in the normative order for 

protected territories 

4 172,00 

Association of Women 

“Ekaterina Karavelova” 

Informational campaign about the 

need for social integration and the 

capabilities of the people with 

2 696,78 
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impairments 

Initiative Committee for 

cleanness and legality 

Implementing actual civil control 

over the activities of Sofia 

Municipality connected with the 

concessionary companies and the 

state institutions 

3 122,32 

Initiative Committee, the village 

of Mramor 

“With clean hands for clean Sofia” 3 265,37 

Matritza za alternativni reshenia 

– Sofia (Matrix for alternative 

solutions – Sofia) 

Equal transporting opportunities for 

the people with impairments 

3 028,00 

Association “Agency for local 

regional development – Troyan” 

Preparing the branch of tourism in 

Troyan municipality in regard to the 

European and world quality 

standards.  

Monitoring of the applied policy. 

3 077,00 

“Agrolink” Association Campaign for announcing the 

Smolyan region for area free of 

genetically modified crops 

4 198,64 

“Gavroche” Association Model for protecting the children 

from violence in the elementary 

and junior high schools of 

Vladislavovo district 

3 046,02 

“Doveri mi se” Association - 

Samokov 

“Accept that child” – intercession 

campaign about the right of 

education of the children with 

impairments 

2 273,00 

“Evropeiski Kompas” 

Association - Silistra 

Creation of an informational system 

for publicity of the activities of the 

Municipal Council of Silistra 

2 934,00 

“Evroregion Dunav Yug” 

Association 

Perspicuity and feedback between 

the citizens and the municipal 

administration 

3 102,81 

“Ekomisia 21 vek” Association Young people in the local self-

government 

3 051,00 

“Earth Forever” Association - 

Svishtov 

“Let’s talk” – debates on 

environmental problems 

2 889,00 

  

“Inteleco” Association - 

Targovishte 

“Together for our rights and 

responsibilities” 

3 064,27 

“Mladezhki forum 2001” Partnership and civil participation 3 147,50 
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Association - Razgrad for bettering the conditions for the 

people with impairments 

  

  

“Organizatzia Drom” Association Municipal plans for integration in 

North-western Bulgaria 

4 212,74 

“Partniori – Dupnitza” 

Association 

“Right of common future” – 

program for socialization of the 

Roma residents in the municipality 

and formation of Roma consulting 

council implementing program 

monitoring 

2 991,00 

“Plevenski obshtestven fond – 

Chitalishta” Association 

Youth space –training in lobbying 

and a campaign for the introduction 

of youth program in rural regions 

3 125,00 

  

  

“Razvitie ХХІ vek” Association The public institutions – open and 

accessible for everyone 

 3 094,60 

“Sviat za vsichki” Association Preserving the biodiversity in the 

humid areas 

3 143,00 

“Tzentar Otvorena Vrata” 

Association 

Encouraging social contracting in 

Pleven Municipality 

3 088,00 

Non-profit Association “Sirius” Establishment of a municipal centre 

for preventive work with children 

and support of their families 

3 011,00 

Non-profit Association 

“Balgarka” Centre for mothers - 

Vratza 

“Let’s take decisions together” – 

participation in the formation of 

social policy 

2 976,00 

Non-profit Association “Human 

Rights” Project 

Increasing the effectiveness of the 

municipal Roma councils 

3 100,00 

“Etnopalitra” Foundation Changing the local policies towards 

the Roma community – assessment 

of the accomplishment of the frame 

program for the decade in the Sofia 

region 

4 281,94 

Total value of the supported projects 104600,98 

Mutual project with the World 

Bank 

Investigating THE SOCIAL 

SITUATION IN BULGARIA DIRECTLY 

BEFORE ITS ACCEPTANCE IN THE 

EU (basic data for monitoring the 

progress in social politics and the 

Roma integration policies after the 

acceptance of Bulgaria in the EU) 

100 000,00 
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“Obshtnosti 2002” Foundation - 

Sofia 

Roma policies in Bulgaria 66 550,00 

Work team under the leadership 

of Antoaneta Tzoneva 

Upgrading and developing the 

implemented and continuing 

activities within the project “Centre 

for municipal policies” and 

suggestions for new activities 

regarding local self-government 

and civil participation 

25 000,00 

Work team under the leadership 

of Ginka Chavdarova 

Creating methods for value 

assessment of public services of the 

municipal administration 

3 600,00 

Work team under the leadership 

of Maria Tzolova 

Operative visits in EU member 

states for studying the good 

practices in the public-private 

partnerships 

2 490,00 

Work team under the leadership 

of Stefan Ivanov 

Monitoring the decentralization 

reform in Bulgaria’s state 

government 

16 450,00 

Institute for Social Integration - 

Sofia 

Change in borderlands after 

Bulgaria’s acceptance in the EU 

13 926,00 

“Amalipe” Center for Interethnic 

Dialogue and Tolerance 

The operative programs – a chance 

for real start of the Roma inclusion 

9 700,00 

Team under the leadership of 

Hristo Nechov Stanev 

Investigation and preparation of a 

report. Development of a scheme 

for effective public presentment of 

the investigation results and the 

recommendations from the report 

6 177,51 

Operative project Models for effective work with 

diverse ethnic communities 

(Diversity management). 

Increasing the work effectiveness 

of the municipal councilors from 

Roma and Turkish ethnic origin 

17 273 

Operative project On-line VAT services: analysis of 

costs and benefits 

12 791,06 

Operative project Access to resources for 

municipalities in decline 

2 864,48 

Operative project Internet-based software product for 

assisting the municipalities in the 

15 672,95 
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course of implementation of the 

pre-accession programs and the 

preparation of the structural funds 

and the Cohesion fund 

Operative project Creating methods for value 

assessment of the public services of 

the state and the municipal 

administration 

9 379,91 

Operative project Monitoring the activities of the 

Municipal Councils in Sofia, Rousse, 

Razgrad, Sevlievo, Peshtera and 

Panagiurishte 

4 969,97 

Operative project Observation over the public 

budgets 

36 466,26 

Operative project Training of Roma non-

governmental organizations and 

experts working on minority 

matters in regard to applying for 

and assimilation of the funds from 

the EU Structural Funds 

19 991,09 

Operative project Conducting monitoring over the 

Sofia Municipal Council 

5 116,82 

Operative project Rules of the public selection. 

Establishing criteria for the 

selection of suitable places for 

billboards in Sofia 

7 752,21 

Operative project Presenting a project for monitoring 

the Sofia Municipal Council in front 

of representatives of the Open 

Society network 

 3 681,49 

Operative project Operative meeting on the subject of 

Populism 

10 736,83 

Operative project Developing effective parliamentary 

dialogue with non-governmental 

organizations about the problems 

of the people in nonequivalent 

condition 

1 884,15 

Operative project Government of administration – 

applicable questions 

6 196,95 

Operative project Block of flats management 15 761,50 
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7. CIVIL SOCIETY PROGRAM 
 
 
The main frame of activities and initiatives in regard to the program are 
directed towards the creation and stabilization of the non-governmental sector 
infrastructure and the establishment of a friendly and tolerant public 
environment in Bulgaria. 
 
The activities in regard to the following projects are of key importance: 
 

• “Strategy for increasing the stability of the non-governmental 
sector in Bulgaria”, co-funded by the Trust for Civil Society in Central 
and Eastern Europe 

• “Encouraging the potential of the non-governmental 
organizations from Bulgaria and Romania for the improvement of 
the social environment”, financed with funds from the PHARE program 

 
The “Strategy for increasing the stability of the non-governmental sector in 
Bulgaria” project is aimed at stabilizing the non-governmental sector’s capacity 
for the implementation of effective intercession on national and regional/local 
level. On national level the stated goals are achievable by consolidating the 
non-governmental organizations on the subject principle (creation of networks 
of non-governmental organizations, i.e. “families”), intercession trainings, 
increasing the level of knowledge about the role of the Parliament and 
implementation of intercession initiatives on national level. On regional and 
local levels were conducted trainings for non-governmental organizations on 
intercession and funded intercession campaigns for changing the local/regional 
policies. 
 
Boosting the potential of the non-governmental organizations from Bulgaria 
and Romania to improve the social environment - The Next Mile of the 
European Civil Society Infrastructure: 
 
The immediate task of the project is stabilizing the role of the non-
governmental sector in Bulgaria and Romania in improving the social 
environment by increasing the institutional capacity of civil organizations and 
encouraging new forms of cooperation between them. 
 
The main scope of activities within the project includes preparation of studies, 
conduct of trainings aimed at increasing the capacity of the Bulgarian and 
Romanian civil organizations and their networks, preparation and distribution 
of informational and methodical materials, creation of a platform for providing 
consultations, personnel exchange programs between Bulgarian and Romanian 
civil organizations and those from the member states of the European Union 
(http://www.nextmile.eu/) and activities connected with the popularization and 
acceptance of good practices in the social field. 
 

http://www.nextmile.eu/
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Partners of the Open Society Institute in the implementation of this project 
are: European Regional Centre for Democracy, Romania, European Roma 
Information Office, Belgium, Civil Society Development Foundation and 
Hungary. 
 
The Civil Society Program continues to maintain the informational website 
about the ethic minorities in Bulgaria – www.ethnos.bg. The aim is helping and 
optimizing the communication between the donors and the civil organizations 
working for the resolving of the problems of minorities. The presence of the 
website filled a gap that had long existed and the need for that had been 
obvious for many organizations, experts, students and for everybody with 
attitude to these problems. 
 
 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

“Strategy for increasing the stability of the non-governmental sector in 

Bulgaria” 

The project is implemented with the partnership of the Foundation for reforming the 

local self-government, the “Blue Link” Foundation, the “Interethnic Initiative for Human 

Rights” Foundation and the information-consulting centres of Open Society. The 

expenses covered by the Trust in 2006 amount to 301 461 US dollars. Within the 

project were funded: 

Projects of families of non-governmental organizations for intercession and 

influence over the public policies 

“Social Policies” Family 14 430,00 

Bulgarian Association for 

Persons with Intellectual 

Disabilities 

Intercession campaign for resolving 

practical problems in regard to the 

decentralization of social services 

 

“Regional and Local Development” Family  

Work team under the leadership 

of Vasilka Stefanova Siracheva 

Intercession campaign for servicing 

on a single desk in Sofia district 

administration offices – the 

experience from Gabrovo 

9 508,00 

Development Foundation 

“Chitalishta” 

Overcoming the nonequivalent 

development of the villages 

7 500,00 

“Media” Family  

“Bulgarian Media Coalition” 

Association 

Monitoring over the licensing of 

radio and TV operators in Bulgaria 

9 980,00 

“Ecology” Family  

Bulgarian Foundation 

“Bioraznoobrazie” 

Intercession campaign for the 

natural heritage 

14 790,00 

Work team under the leadership Civil monitoring over the 11 118,20 

http://www.ethnos.bg
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of Elena Gyurova governmental measures in regard 

to the recommendations of the 

European Commission in its report 

from 16 May 2006 concerning the 

protection and integration of 

socially vulnerable groups 

“CULT.BG” Foundation Intercession campaign for a family 

of non-governmental organizations 

in the field of art and culture, for 

mobilizing municipal resources for 

culture projects 

12 859,00 

  80 185,20 
 

Projects for carrying out local intercession campaigns – they are listed 
in the reports of the programs “Government and Public Policies” and 

“Legal Program” (see above), from the budgets of which is supported 
the financial participation of the Open Society Institute. 
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“Encouraging the potential of the non-governmental organizations 
from Bulgaria and Romania for the improvement of the social 

environment” 
The project is implemented in partnership with the European Regional Centre 

for Democracy – Timisoara, Foundation for Civil Society Development – 
Budapest and European Roma Information Office – Brussels. The total program 

expenses amount to 148 471 Euro, 91 158 of which are funds from the PHARE 
Program. 

 
 

 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

Balgarski donorski forum Providing conditions for 

development 

18 000,00 

Operative project Analysis of the attitudes to the 

Roma minority, expressed in 

Bulgarian printed and electronic 

mass media 

957,25 

Operative project Creation of an electronic platform 

for remote education 

9 203,56 

Operative project Ethic code of the discussions of the 

Bulgarian non-governmental 

organizations 

1 618,97 

Operative project Creation of a website with 

information on the minorities 

status, the organizations dealing 

with problems of minorities and the 

sources for project funding, 

directed to the minorities in 

Bulgaria 

5 143,32 

 



Open Society Institute Foundation, Sofia 
Annual Report 2006 

 36

8. ROMA PROGRAM 
 

In 2006 the Roma Program continued its activities directed to the development 
and implementation of effective diversity management policies, as well as 
encouraging the principles of the public-private partnerships for resolving the 
problems of ethnic diversity in Bulgaria. 
 
The project “Models for effective work with ethnically diverse communities”, 
aimed at the approbation of local policies for integrating ethnic minorities in 
three regions (Montana, Pazardzhik and Kyustendil), was continued in 2006. As 
a consequence of the project activities, in Dupnitza a municipal program was 
accepted for the integration of the Roma minority. 
 
In accordance with its main goal, the Roma Program supported a project of the 
Centre for Regional Policies Development, aimed at the cooperation between 
the Bulgarian government and the civil society for effective implementation of 
the Roma integration policies. 
 
A program priority in the past year was also the Pilot trainee program 
implemented in partnership with the American National Democratic Institute in 
Bulgaria and the Bulgarian National Assembly. The trainee program provided 
opportunities for young Roma residents from the whole country, interested in 
politics and public administration, to have direct contact with deputies from the 
40th National Assembly and to get accustomed to the rules and procedures of 
work in the Bulgarian Parliament. 
 
As a continuation of its work with young people, the Program, in partnership 
with Raleigh International, organized a competition for participation in a 
program for personal development. The young Roma people participating in 
the program shall be given the opportunity to develop their skills for work in 
the community and to gain sufficient self-confidence in an interesting and 
challenging environment. 
 
In 2006 the Program continued to develop the network of Roma Community 
Centres in the country by increasing the capacity of the 12 centres in regard to 
their skills for intercession and lobbying for civil interests. The implementation 
of local intercession campaigns in Sofia, Dupnitza, Valchedram, Samokov, 
Pazardzhik, Plovdiv (Stolipinovo), Sliven, Yambol, Burgas and Varna was 
completed successfully. The main areas of the Roma civil initiatives for 
implementing changes in local policy were the desegregation of the Roma 
schools, the access to all-day education, the health services access, the 
introduction of the health mediator and the problems arising from the housing 
policy in Roma neighbourhoods. 
 
In 2006 the Program continued to support the implementation of the 
international initiative “Decade of Roma Inclusion”. The program also 
supported a project of the “Viva-S” Foundation for Roma community 
integration in the public and political, economic and social life in the country, 
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as well as the annual competition for poetry “Usin Kerim”, conducted by the 
RomaArt Foundation. 
 
In 2006 the Program continued the implementation of the project “Status of 
the Roma” and presented in public the report “Roma Integration: necessary 
reforms and economic effects” from the authors Georgy Angelov and Lachezar 
Bogdanov. The aim of the report is assessment and comparison between the 
expenses for Roma integration and the price of the non-integration. 
 
With the purpose of observation and in the view of registering violations and 
reporting to the competent authorities, during the conduct of the Presidential 
Elections in 2006 the Roma Program supported a project for monitoring and 
assessment of the pre-election messages of the Presidential candidates, the 
information distributed by the mass media and its influence over the electorate 
in the districts with concentrated Roma population in Sofia, Kyustendil, Plovdiv, 
Shumen and Montana, implemented by the Human Rights Project. As a result 
an analysis was composed, presenting the trends in the Roma community in 
regard to the election of President of the country. 

 
 

 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

Financed projects   

Green Mountain  Training of young Roma leaders 

(Raleigh International) 

10 000,00 

Non-profit Association “Human 

Rights” Project 

Monitoring of the Presidential 

Elections in districts with 

concentrated Roma population in 

Sofia, Kyustendil, Plovdiv, Shumen 

and Montana 

1 250,00 

“VIVA-S” Foundation Integration of the Roma community 

in the public and political, economic 

and social life in the country 

6 750,00 

RomaArt Foundation Poetry competition “Usin Kerim” 2 600,00 

Expert work team under the 

leadership of Ilko Yordanov 

Models for effective work with 

ethnically diverse communities 

(Diversity management) – second 

stage 

45 900,00 

Operative project Models for effective work with 

ethnically diverse communities in 

Pazardzhik and Dupnitza 

municipalities (Diversity 

management) 

11 550,72 
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Operative project Pilot trainee program for young 

Roma people to the National 

Assembly together with the 

American National Democratic 

Institute in Bulgaria 

2 595,37 

Operative project Roma leadership – ground 

investigation 

3 803,86 

Operative project Status of the Roma in Bulgaria 2 491,22 

Operative project The Price of Roma Integration: 

public finance assessment – report 

and public presentation 

2 087,38 

OSI Regional Roma Program  

Centre for Regional Policies 

Development  

Collaboration of the Government 

and civil society for the effective 

implementation of Roma 

integration policy 

40 000,00 

ROMA EDUCATION REPORT Presentment 3 552,00 
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9. EDUCATIONAL POLICIES PROGRAM 
 
With resolution of the Board of Trustees of the Open Society Institute – Sofia, 
in 2006 the Educational Policies Program discontinued its independent 
existence and became part of the Government and Public Policies Program. 
Notwithstanding the taken decision for discontinuation of the Educational 
Policies Program and its transformation to a priority within the Government 
and Public Policies Program, the implementation of strategic projects, which 
are important for the program, continues. 
 
Considerable participation in the development and implementation of projects 
in the field of education, especially in regard to projects with outer financing, 
has the Civil Association “Ekspertni analizi”, with leading participant the Open 
Society Institute – Sofia. 
 
These projects are connected with key program priorities – creation of a 
system for independent evaluation of high schools in Bulgaria. In 2006 the 
Open Society Institute continued working on its project for high schools 
monitoring. In regard to an errand of the Ministry of Education and Science 
was performed adaptation of indicators from the Common evaluation frame of 
the European Union for the purpose of assessing the capacity of schools to 
apply the integration policy to children from the minorities. In regard to this 
errand began the development of a manual and electronic application for work 
with indicators, measuring the educational integration on school, municipal, 
regional and national level. 
  
In 2006 the Open Society Institute supported the conduct of the international 
investigation of TIMSS for assessing the mathematical capabilities of the pupils 
in Bulgaria. The results for our country will be ready in September 2007. 
 
Jointly with the Roma Program and Civil Association “Ekspertni Analizi” was 
continued the series of analyses of schools in municipalities from the regions of 
Montana, Kyustendil and Pazardzhik. For the first time the analyses include 
estimate of the Roma children segregation in separate schools and within the 
same school. 
 
By errand of UNICEF began an analysis for applying the conception of the living 
skills in Bulgarian high education. 
 
In the field of higher education were continued the program efforts in regard to 
the development of a new draft law for higher education and its approval. 
 
In the course of work on the new projects in the field of education, the Open 
Society Institute emphasizes the creation of own capacity and the provision of 
high-quality, competitive services. 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

Financed projects 

Work team under the leadership TIMSS – support of an investigation 12 600,00 
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of Kiril Bankov with internationally comparable 

data about the mathematical 

capabilities of Bulgarian pupils 

Work team under the leadership 

of Yulian Popov 

Finishing a network “tink-tank” for 

development of educational 

strategies applicable in Bulgaria 

5 000,00 

“Partniori-Dupnitza” Association Analysis of the effectiveness of the 

local-level policies, orientated 

towards the problems of the 

children-in-risk 

3 000,00 

Council of the University 

Rectors in Bulgaria 

Development of the information 

and communication activities 

among the institutes of higher 

education in key aspects for the 

integration of the system in the 

European field of higher education 

8 300,00 

“Iztok Zapad” TM OOD Pre-printing preparation, artistic 

arrangement and print of a 

collection of analyses with the 

working title “Novi izsledovatelski 

poleta i novi podhodi v sotziologiata 

(empirichni izsledvania i praktiki na 

doktoranti)” - New fields of 

investigation and new approaches 

in sociology (empiric studies and 

works of postgraduate students) 

 1 012,84 

Council of the University 

Rectors in Bulgaria 

Conference on the subject: 

“Significance of higher education 

for regional development” 

3 213,72 

“Paydeya” Foundation “European Lessons” 2006 

Campaign: „The historical 

documents vote for Bulgaria. And 

you?” 

2 948,62 

Operative project School for educational policies 9 769,44 

Operative project Debates on problems regarding the 

development of Bulgarian education 

12 979,94 

 

 

International Education Programs 

“Step by Step” Foundation Improving the access to high- 20 000,00 
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quality education and assisting the 

process of Roma desegregation 

National Association “Debati”  9 800,00 

Master’s programs and specializations in Great Britain /OSI/FCO Chevening 

Scholarship Programs 

(University of Oxford, University of Cambridge, University of Warwick, 

University of Manchester, University College London) 

Albena Dimitrova Kuyumdzhieva Clerkship in the British Parliament 

on the Hansard Program 

378 

Valentina Georgieva Nikolova-

Kaneva 

Bioethics: normative problems 

related to human life 

 510 

Desislava Atanasova Usheva Master’s program in European 

Politics 

 657 

Eli Grisheva Gateva Master’s program in European 

Politics 

 658 

Emilia Kirilova Slavova Participation in a meeting of 

scholarship students of the Open 

Society Institute 

 479 

Irena Ivanova Aleksieva Participation in a meeting of 

scholarship students of the Open 

Society Institute  

 243 

Kalina Georgieva Yordanova Master’s program in Central and 

Eastern European studies 

 555 

Lilyana Vidinova Simeonova Studies in the field of Byzantine 

historiography, IX – XI century AD 

 485 

Lybomir Ivov Stoychev Children’s crime in Great Britain  562 

Maria Dimitrova Stoicheva-

Pantaleeva 

Modern theories of meaning. Paul 

Grays 

 374 

Martin Yordanov Dimov Electronic division of the societies 

in transition and in the states with 

developed informatics 

 642 

Milena Ivanova Kremakova Master’s program in sociology  699 

Polina Vsevelodova Pavlishina Preparation of academic course and 

textbook of paleontology 

 406 

Rozalina Plamenova Engels Practical students training in 

children’s and basic pedagogy 

 486 

Rositza Zheliazkova Pavlova Master’s program in social work  682 

Simona Dimitrova Staykova Master’s program in European law  699 

Stanka Vasileva Momcheva Sexual education of persons with 

mental impairments 

 412 
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Todor Borisov Krastev Active policy on the labour market  584 

1-year student training in USA / Undergraduate Exchange Program 

Anelia Yordanova Kuzmanova Meeting of program participants, 

2004/2005  

 292 

Atanas Emilov Grozdev Directions for education in the 

United States 

 391 

Boryana Atanasova Atanasova Directions for education in the 

United States 

 394 

Valentina Angelova Nedeva Directions for education in the 

United States 

 392 

Delyan Georgiev Kapitanov Directions for education in the 

United States 

 393 

Dragomir Hristov Marinov Meeting of program participants, 

2004/2005  

 292 

Ivelina Dimitrova Popova Meeting of program participants, 

2004/2005  

 292 

Maria Yordanova Spirova Meeting of program participants, 

2004/2005  

 292 

Miroslava Nancheva Nanova Meeting of program participants, 

2004/2005  

 292 

Pavel Zdravkov Mitov Directions for education in the 

United States 

 390 

Plamen Ivanov Kolev Meeting of program participants, 

2004/2005  

 292 

Rosen Lukov Tzvetkov Meeting of program participants, 

2004/2005  

 292 

Snezhina Aleksandrova 

Kovacheva 

Directions for education in the 

United States 

 392 
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10. PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM 
 
With resolution of the Board of Trustees of the Open Society Institute – Sofia, 
in 2006 the Public Health Program discontinued its independent existence and 
became part of the Government and Public Policies Program. The interest of 
the Open Society Institute in public health however remained. In order to 
increase the Institute’s capacity in this field, in 2006 was appointed Dr. Hristo 
Hinkov as Public Health Expert. The Institute continued to implement own 
projects, directed to the provision and maintenance of stable and consistent 
healthcare policies. 
 
In 2006 the Program continued to work for the active inclusion and integration 
in public life of the persons with mental impairments. The implementation of 
the project “Integration of children with impairments in the common 
educational system” also continued. This project is aimed at achieving real 
social integration of the children with intellectual difficulties by providing 
educational services in the community and its goal is to assess the 
effectiveness of the integrated education of the children and adolescents with 
specific educational needs. Within the project was developed a set of 
instruments for monitoring and supervision of the process of integrated 
education. The practical instruments for primary assessment of the general 
development of a child/pupil with specific educational needs became part of 
the relevant regulation of the Ministry of education. 
 
Jointly with the Bulgarian Association for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities 
and the Bulgarian Centre for Not-for-Profit Law, the Program continued the 
project “Trainings for delegating social services to non-governmental 
organizations”. The workshops are orientated towards representatives of the 
municipal social directorates, municipal councilors, representatives of the 
regional branches of “Agentzia za sotzialno podpomagane” (Agency for social 
support) and local social non-governmental organizations. 
 
In 2006 was completed the project “Analysis of the progress and 
accomplishment of the health reform in Bulgaria”. The study prepared in 
regard to the project is focused on the progress of the reformation process in 
the Bulgarian healthcare system, analyzes the results and the problem areas 
and suggests opportunities for future development. The presentment and the 
publishing of the final report lie ahead. 
 
In 2006 were started several other projects related to the funding and 
accessibility of public healthcare. They shall include analysis of the health 
insurance status and the problem with the uncollected and uncollectible health 
insurance instalments, and their influence over the access to healthcare 
services of some vulnerable groups. The spreading and the effect of the non-
statutory payments in the healthcare system shall be investigated too. 
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PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

Financed projects 

Work team under the leadership 

of Mimi Vitkova 

Preparation of report on the health 

insurance status 

3 000,00 

 Analysis of the Health Reform 6 370,00 

Protection of persons with mental conditions and intellectual disabilities 

Bulgarian Centre for Not-for-

Profit Law 

Negotiating services for people with 

specific needs, joint financing with 

the program Mental Health OSI-NY 

55 888,00 

Lyubka Nencheva Aleksandrova The Right to Live in The Community 623,32 

 Training for delegating social 

services to non-governmental 

organizations 

3 119,32 

Organizing and participation in workshops 

Open Society Club – Stara 

Zagora 

Program for participation of 

Bulgarian doctors in training 

workshops in Salzburg 

15 380,00 
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11. EAST-EAST PROGRAM 
 
The Program “East-East: Partnership beyond Borders” is an international 
partnership program which supports the cross-border collaboration between 
civil society representatives with the purpose of sharing ideas, expertise, 
experience and successful practices and which supports the specific activities 
arising from these contacts. It is a mechanism for creating networks of 
organizations working in a specific area. The Program encourages the 
development and the expansion of the “open society” by providing 
opportunities for persons and organizations to take part in cross-border 
sharing of experience in the field of social practice. 
 
The program initiatives contribute to defining practical skills and 
recommendations assisting the decision-making process in management. 
 
 

PROJECTS/ORGANIZATION SUBJECT  AMOUNT/USD 

Financed projects 

Black Sea NGO Network Engaging young people from 
the Black Sea region in the 

efforts for preserving the 
Black Sea and recognizing 

them as active citizens 

19 273,00 

Economic Policy Institute Effective cooperation between 

the local authorities – active 
approach in resolving regional 

problems 

11 586,89 

“Fondatzia za choveshki 

otnoshenia” (Foundation for 
human relations) 

Psychiatry development in the 

community and psychosocial 
rehabilitation in Kyrgyzstan 

4 271,30 

Green Balkans Foundation Increasing the civil 
participation in the course of 

applying the EU directives for 
environmental protection by 

sharing the experience of the 
ten new member states 

10 779,00 

“Index” Foundation Establishment and 
development of structures for 

civil participation in the 
decision-making process in 

healthcare 

10 700,00  
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“Capital” Foundation Exchange of professional 

experience between Estonian 
and Bulgarian journalists 

9 800,00 

Foundation “Crime Prevention 
Fund – IGA” 

Improving the equality of 
rights and the human dignity 

of representatives of groups in 
nonequivalent condition, 

sentenced for crimes 

18 360,00 

Center of Women’s Studies 

and Policies 
Project consulting 

 4 500,00 

Participation in international workshops 

Antoaneta Ivanova 
Primatarova-Milcheva 

Kosovo School for European 
Integration (Ohrid, Macedonia)  

200,00  

Asen Sergeev Slavchev Cross-Border Learning to 
Strengthen Local Partnerships 

/ Overcoming Poverty and 
Exclusion (Budapest, Hungary) 

 357,50 

Venelin Nikolov Boshnakov Labour Migration a Solution or 
an Obstacle for Development 

(Cluj Napoca, Romania) 

 435,63 

Yuliana Atanasova Popova Carpathian ROAD - Towards a 

Diversified Rural Economy 
(Timisoara, Romania) 

 498,75 

Adrian Ventziev Angelov Cross-Border Learning to 
Strengthen Local Partnerships 

/ Overcoming Poverty and 
Exclusion (Budapest, Hungary) 

 367,31 

Albena Georgieva Koicheva-
Valkova 

Advocacy for the Prevention of 
Domestic Violence (Yerevan, 

Armenia)  

870,78  

Andrei Veselinov Kehaiov Citizen Participation in 

Decision-Making in Public 
Health (Odessa, Ukraine) 

910,08 

Valentina Alexandrova 
Yordanova 

Public Achievement: Globally 
Aware/Socially Responsible 

Citizens; Public Achievement 
Groups Unite: Promoting Local 

Civic Education and Activism 
(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

548,95 
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Valentina Petrova Sandeva-

Yosifova 

Cross-Border Learning to 

Strengthen Local Partnerships 
/ Overcoming Poverty and 

Exclusion (Budapest, Hungary) 

 367,31 

Veysel Mahmudov Yasharov Cross-Border Learning to 

Strengthen Local Partnerships 
/ Overcoming Poverty and 

Exclusion (Budapest, Hungary) 

 367,31 

Victoria Petrova Borisova Cross-Border Learning to 

Strengthen Local Partnerships 
/ Overcoming Poverty and 

Exclusion (Budapest, Hungary) 

 367,31 

Galina Ivanova Kanazireva Citizen Participation in 

Decision-Making in Public 
Health (Odessa, Ukraine) 

808,25  

Elitza Emilova Tzankova Knowledge Sharing with 
Regard to Preventing and 

Combating Child Labour, 
Including Trafficking in 

Children in South-East 
European Countries 

(Bucharest, Romania) 

406,64 

Emil Zhivkov Stoyanov Public Achievement: Globally 

Aware/Socially Responsible 
Citizens; Public Achievement 

Groups Unite: Promoting Local 
Civic Education and Activism 

(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

589,62 

Emil Ivanov Metodiev Cross-Border Learning to 

Strengthen Local Partnerships 
/ Overcoming Poverty and 

Exclusion (Budapest, Hungary) 

 278,32 

Emil Tzenov Georgiev Oversight of Food Safety and 

Consumer Protection: 
Experiences in Hungary and 

Bulgaria (Budapest, Hungary) 

 349,76 

Emilia Yonkova Chaushova Auxiliary Teaching Aids for 

Helping Handicapped Children 
(Prague, Brno, Czech 

Republic) 

 506,19  
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Zhenia Krasimirova 
Gospodinova 

Public Achievement: Globally 
Aware/Socially Responsible 

Citizens; Public Achievement 
Groups Unite: Promoting Local 

Civic Education and Activism 
(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

496,34  

Zdravka Naidenova Ivanova Tolerance Can Be Learnt 
(Vilnius, Lithuania) 

538,92  

Zdravka Naidenova Ivanova Learning and Living Together - 
Investment for the Future 

(Bratislava, Slovakia) 

523,61 

Iva Ivanova Garvalova-

Doseva 

Knowledge Sharing with 

Regard to Preventing and 
Combating Child Labour, 

Including Trafficking in 
Children in South-East 

European Countries 
(Bucharest, Romania) 

366,30 

Ivan Atanasov Ginev Best Practices and 
Development Models for 

Alternatives in Agriculture 
(Yerevan, Armenia) 

698,89 

Ivan Lyubomirov Davidov European Integration and 
Democratic Development 

(Baku, Azerbaijan) 

 687,21  

Iveta Borisova Minkova Oversight of Food Safety and 

Consumer Protection: 
Experiences in Hungary and 

Bulgaria (Budapest, Hungary) 

 349,76 

Krasimira Venelinova Vasileva Tolerance Can Be Learnt 

(Vilnius, Lithuania) 

563,92  

Krasimira Venelinova Vasileva Learning and Living Together - 

Investment for the Future 
(Bratislava, Slovakia) 

523,61  

Lilia Leonidovna Sazonova Developing Innovative Gender 
Equality Strategies: Family 

Friendly Policies (Vilnius, 

612,29  
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Lithuania) 

Liuben Gurkov Panov Developing Philanthropy: 
Public Benefit and Its 

Implications for Society 
(Bratislava, Slovakia) 

601,73  

Magdanela Zlatkova 
Delinesheva 

How Gender Meets Reality? 
(Ljubljana, Slovenia) 

525,48 

Malina Valentinova Krumova Facilitating the Western 
Balkans Civil Society 

Networking with EU NGOs and 
Platforms (Belgrade, Serbia 

95,13 

Margarita Georgieva Velkova-
Zaharieva 

Public Achievement: Globally 
Aware/Socially Responsible 

Citizens; Public Achievement 
Groups Unite: Promoting Local 

Civic Education and Activism 
(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

589,62  

Mariana Ivanova Mincheva Public Achievement Groups 
Unite: Promoting Local Civic 

Education and Activism 
(Belgrade, Serbia) 

2 384,90  

Maria Ivanova Pavlova-
Kondrova 

New Political Movements and 
Practices (Ljubljana, Slovenia) 

670,20 

Mariana Yordanova Zhivkova Public Achievement: Globally 
Aware/Socially Responsible 

Citizens; Public Achievement 
Groups Unite: Promoting Local 

Civic Education and Activism 
(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

589,62  

Miglena Dimitrova Baldzhieva Knowledge Sharing with 
Regard to Preventing and 

Combating Child Labour, 
Including Trafficking in 

Children in South-East 
European Countries 

(Bucharest, Romania) 

368,30 

Milena Vladimirova Kadieva Young Women Lawyers for 

Change (Sopot, Poland) 

497,52 

Milena Ivanova Naidenova Hepatitis C and Active Drug 

Use: Towards Awareness and 

453,17  
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Action (Vilnius, Lithuania) 

Nadezhda Dimitrova 
Dyulgerova 

Public Achievement: Globally 
Aware/Socially Responsible 

Citizens; Public Achievement 
Groups Unite: Promoting Local 

Civic Education and Activism 
(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

 111,54  

 
 

 

 
 

Nadya Borisova Petkova Public Achievement: Globally 

Aware/Socially Responsible 
Citizens; Public Achievement 

Groups Unite: Promoting Local 
Civic Education and Activism 

(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

589,62  

Nadya Ivanova Dimitrova Regional responses to the visa 

Liberalisation issues  

1 029,71  

Nevianka Alexandrova 

Bumbarova 

 Auxiliary Teaching Aids for 

Helping Handicapped Children 
(Prague, Brno, Czech Republic 

506,19 

Nedyalka Dimitrova Georgieva Oversight of Food Safety and 
Consumer Protection: 

Experiences in Hungary and 
Bulgaria (Budapest, Hungary) 

349,76 

Pavel Kostadinov Karlev Oversight of Food Safety and 
Consumer Protection: 

Experiences in Hungary and 
Bulgaria (Budapest, Hungary) 

349,76 

Pavel Spasov Antonov Oversight of Food Safety and 
Consumer Protection: 

Experiences in Hungary and 
Bulgaria (Budapest, Hungary) 

 349,76 

Paulina Dimova Deseva Public Achievement: Globally 
Aware/Socially Responsible 

Citizens; Public Achievement 
Groups Unite: Promoting Local 

Civic Education and Activism 
(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

596,34  

Penka Stoyanova Stoyanova Advocacy for the Prevention of 852,31  
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Domestic Violence (Yerevan, 

Armenia) 
Petko Ivanov Georgiev Knowledge Sharing with 

Regard to Preventing and 
Combating Child Labour, 

Including Trafficking in 
Children in South-East 

European Countries 
(Bucharest, Romania) 

 368,30 

Petya Stoyanova Atzinova Carpathian Road - Towards A 
Diversified Rural Economy 

(Timisoara, Romania) 

 438,00 

Plamen Hristov Demirov Citizen Participation in 

Decision-Making in Public 
Health (Odessa, Ukraine) 

854,06 

Pobeda Vasileva Lukanova How Gender Meets Reality? 
(Ljubljana, Slovenia) 

516,48 

Proletka Valentinova Paskova Public Achievement: Globally 
Aware/Socially Responsible 

Citizens; Public Achievement 
Groups Unite: Promoting Local 

Civic Education and Activism 
(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

 589,62  

Sashka Grueva Radukanova Public Achievement: Globally 
Aware/Socially Responsible 

Citizens; Public Achievement 
Groups Unite: Promoting Local 

Civic Education and Activism 
(Nowy Sacz, Poland) 

 589,62  

Sasho Milchev Kovachev Cross-Border Learning to 
Strengthen Local Partnerships 

/ Overcoming Poverty and 
Exclusion (Budapest, Hungary) 

 367,31 

Svetlana Petrova Blagoeva Knowledge Sharing with 
Regard to Preventing and 

Combating Child Labour, 
Including Trafficking in 

Children in South-East 
European Countries 

(Bucharest, Romania) 

368,30  
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Svetlin Goranov Raykov Cross-Border Learning to 

Strengthen Local Partnerships 
/ Overcoming Poverty and 

Exclusion (Budapest, Hungary) 

 367,31 

Snezhana Todorova 

Yordanova 

International Seminar 

Promoting Adoption of 
Academic Credit System in 

Post-Soviet and Eastern 
European Countries 

"Developing ECTS as a 
National Credit System: 

Experiences and Challenges at 
Institutional and National 

Levels" (Yerevan, Armenia) 

 961,97 

   

Hristo Marinov Boevski Oversight of Food Safety and 
Consumer Protection: 

Experiences in Hungary and 
Bulgaria (Budapest, Hungary) 

 349,76 

Yulia Valentinova Velkova Development of Effective Open 
Source Policy (Yerevan, 

Armenia) 

1 026,58 

Yana Mihailova Angelova Choose Your Future / Civic 

Engagement for Roma and 
non-Roma Youth (Nis, Serbia) 

73,33  
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12. PROJECT DESIGN UNIT 
 
Project Design Unit (PDU) is a special body in the structure of the Open Society 
Institute – Sofia which carries the following functions: 
 

• Develops project proposals (grant schemes & service contracts) directed at 
various sources of public funding – in accordance with the Law on Public 
Orders, as well as PHARE, CARDS, TACIS and other EU programs, national and 
international organizations 

• Project management/ separate stages in the implementation of approved 
proposals 

 
The project proposals developed by PDU correspond to the priorities set by the Open 
Society Institute – Sofia and to the thematic range of respective programs. 
In 2006 PDU took part in the preparation and/or the implementation of the 
following projects: 
 

• Service contract – Technical support under PHARE program Bulgaria- Turkey 
trans-border cooperation, Joint Small Projects Fund Bulgaria - Turkey  
2003/005-632.02- Technical Assistance 

• Project The Next Mile of the European Civil Society Infrastructure (Boosting the 
potential of Bulgarian and Romanian Civil Society Organization to improve the 
Social Environment, Grant Contract: 2005/108-049), funded by the European 
Commission within the Networking Programme – Civil Society Component – 
Romania and Bulgaria, Budget line 22.02.01. 

• Service contracts (in accordance with the Public Errands Act) with the Ministry 
of Education and Science 

• The DEARs.net Project - European Networking to strengthen Agriculture and 
Rural Development enhancing skills, in which the Open Society Institute – Sofia 
is a partner in a large European network 

  
The PDU Team cooperates with all the structures of the Open Society Institute in 
regard to planning, studies, analyses, information collecting, organizing and conduct 
of trainings and consultations. 
 


