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1. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
In pursuance of its mission and main goals, during 2007, Open Society Institute 
- Sofia realized 103 projects with the participation of 72 organizations and 8 
expert teams, focusing its activity on several main thematic directions, among 
which: 
 

• Creating of conditions for the efficient civic participation in the process 
of public policy formation on local, national and European level; 

• Application of the principles of transparency and accountability of the 
public institutions and the carrying out of civil control and monitoring of 
their activity; 

• Support for the continuation of the judicial reform and guaranteeing of 
the irreversibility of the achievements in the field of rule of the law and 
human rights protection; 

• Development and implementation of adequate public policies for 
integration of the Roma people and overcoming of the negative 
attitudes in respect of them. 

 
The event, having the biggest importance for the activity of Open Society 
Institute – Sofia during 2007, was the accession of Bulgaria to the EU and the 
resulting new opportunities and challenges. After the Bulgarian society for 
years systematically developed a capacity for adoption and implementation 
of the common European policies, along with the membership in the union, 
since the beginning of 2007, there appeared the need of formation of 
institutional and civil capacity for responsible participation in the formation of 
these policies. In response to that new challenge, European Policies and Civic 

Participation Program implemented a series of projects, intended to raise the 
awareness of Bulgarian citizens and NGOs of the new rights and opportunities 
for participation in the European-level decision-making process, resulting from 
the membership. Within this context, Open Society Institute – Sofia established 
partnership relationships with the European Council on Foreign Relations, 
supporting the realization of its projects in the new Member States and co-
organizing its first conference in Sofia, dedicated to the relations between EU 
and Russia. European Policies and Civic Participation Program continued to 
support the process of adaptation of the Bulgarian society to the realities of 
the membership by means of a series of analytical reports on the initial effects 
and risks of the EU membership on the basis of studies of the experience of 
the new Member States, which joined EU in 2004. Within the framework of the 
program, there were also initiated projects for monitoring and evaluation of 
the process of preparation of Bulgaria for accession to the Schengen Area 
and the economic, political and regional effects, associated with this process. 
 
The accession of Bulgaria to EU was carried out in the conditions of 
uncompleted reforms in the field of justice and internal order. On this 
background, since the beginning of 2007, the Legal Program of Open Society 
Institute - Sofia launched the implementation of a new strategy, oriented to 



the continuation of the judicial reform and guaranteeing of the irreversibility 
of the achievements in the field of rule of the law and human rights 
protection during the period after the EU membership. The program was 
durably engaged in the support of the efforts of the Ministry of Justice to 
continue the process of reforms of the judicial power in partnership with the 
civil sector. The program organized a series of meetings of NGOs with the 
ministry’s management, as a result of which there were formulated specific 
measures in the Action Plan of the Government in the field of the judicial 
reform, the struggle against corruption and organized crime. Within this 
context, there started its activity the specialized non-governmental 
organization for study of organized crime "RiskMonitor", created with the 
support of Open Society Institute - Sofia and Open Society Institute – New 
York. In 2007, through its Legal Program, Open Society Institute - Sofia 
continued to support the efforts for the establishment of efficient civil control 
on the activity of the institutions, having powers in the field of justice and 
struggle against crime. The Institute extended its successful practice of 
monitoring of the regional police stations and evaluation of the adherence to 
the standards for protection of the fundamental rights of the citizens upon 24-
hour police detention. The project was implemented, besides in Sofia, also on 
the territory of the biggest cities in the country – Plovdiv, Varna, Burgas and 
Pleven. Meanwhile, the Legal Program of the Institute continued to support its 
commitment to the protection of the fundamental human rights and 
guaranteeing of equal access to justice for disadvantaged people. 
 
In 2007, Governance and Public Policies Program continued to support the 
establishment of democracy of participation and good governance, the 
encouragement of partnership between the public and the private sectors 
and the stimulating of the reform in the public administration. The special 
emphasis in the activity of the program was the stimulating of the civic 
participation in guaranteeing the transparency of the public budgets on local 
and national level. Again this year, the draft municipal budget of Sofia 
Municipality was analyzed and booklets with its content were disseminated 
before its public discussing. With a view to the stagnant reforms in the field of 
public health cares, the program initiated the conducting of a series of 
studies on the amount of informal payments in the health care sector, the 
number of the persons without health insurances and the opportunities for 
privatization of the hospitals, to be used as the basis for the making of 
informed decisions, regarding the reform in this public sector. An important 
issue of the work of the program during 2007 was the multipurpose survey of 
the households in Bulgaria, realized in partnership with the World Bank, which 
is one of the main sources for evaluation of the poverty in the country. Within 
the framework of the survey, Open Society Institute - Sofia funded a special 
extract for the Turkish and Roma population in Bulgaria, which will provide for 
a profound analysis of the poverty aspects among those groups during the 
first year of the EU membership. 
 



The formation of a suitable public environment for the realization of Roma 
integration policies was the main priority of Roma Program, which continued 
to develop and promote the ethnically diverse community governance 
model, supporting the local authorities in the formation of adequate local 
integration policies. In 2007, Open Society Institute - Sofia rendered active 
assistance to the Bulgarian institutions upon the realization of their 
responsibilities within the one-year rotating presidency of the international 
initiative “Decade of Roma Inclusion”, taken over by Bulgaria. Roma Program 

assisted in the organization and carrying out of the meeting of the 
International Steering Committee of the initiative in Sofia, with the 
participation of the Bulgarian Prime Minister, the founder of OSI, George Soros, 
the Vice President of the World Bank, Shigeo Katsu, and the European 
Commissioner – Danuta Hübner. Along with this, Roma Program continued to 
work for the formulation of efficient integration policies through the support of 
a wide range of projects, among which the drawing up of a methodology of 
collection of information, relating to the health status of the Roma people, 
updating of the evaluation of the economic benefits of the Roma integration, 
the conducting of an internship program for young Roma people in the 
Parliament, the inclusion of journalists of Roma origin in the main Bulgarian 
media and the maintenance of the electronic portal www.ethnos.bg. During 
the year, the Institute, together with partner organizations, also started the 
implementation of two projects under PHARE Program for the improvement of 
the health cares and the education among the ethnic minorities, focused on 
the Roma ethnos. 
 
Through its Public Debate Program, Open Society Institute - Sofia actively 
participated in the public debates on key issues for the development of 
Bulgarian society. Special emphasis was placed on the debates, concerning 
the challenges that the economic development of the country is facing as a 
result of the EU membership, the new challenges in front of EU and the role of 
Bulgaria as a Member State, the traumas of the communist period, as well as 
the risks to the stability of the liberal democracy on the background of the 
populism wave in Eastern Europe. Within the framework of the program, there 
was organized an international conference “10 Years Currency Board” with 
the participation of representatives of the European Commission, of the 
central banks of Bulgaria, Estonia, Slovenia, the Czech Republic, as well as the 
Bulgarian and the international business. Through various forms of public 
discussions, the Institute supported the celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
the establishment of EU and the challenges in front of the Union for the 
forthcoming 50 years. The program continued to support the studies and 
debates, regarding the period of socialism and its consequences for the 
contemporary life, as a result of which, there started the publication of a 
series of scientific monographs, concerning different aspects of the 
communist period, realized in cooperation with the Institute for Studies of the 
Recent Past. 
 



In 2007, Open Society Institute - Sofia started the funding of advocacy 
campaigns for disadvantaged groups within the framework of “Empowering 
the Powerless” project, co-funded by the Trust for Civil Society in Central and 
Eastern Europe. Within the framework of the project, there were supported 
over 20 initiatives of NGOs, families of NGOs and informal civil groups. 
 
During the period, Open Society Institute - Sofia continued to support the 
international exchange of ideas and information through the coordination of 
the activities of East - East Program: Partnership Beyond Borders. 

 

Georgi Stoychev 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. 2007 FINANCIAL PROFILE 

 
2.1 Revenues 

 
The amount of the revenues from target funding comes up to USD 2.2 million. 
 

 
 
Revenues from target funding 1990 – 2007 in thousand USD 
 



 
 
 
In pursuance of the strategy for extension of the funding sources, during 2007, 
the following projects were realized, funded externally to the Soros network: 
 

Funding by the Donor in 

thousand USD 

Donor Name of Project 

Total incl. 

implemented 

during 2007 

PHARE Program – 
2005/108-049 

Strengthening of the 
capacity of NGO sector 
in Bulgaria and 
Romania for social 
environment 
improvement 

340 163 

Trust for Civil 
Society in Central 
and Eastern 
Europe 

Empowering the 
Powerless 

300 131 

Other donors  34 34 

 Total  674 328 

 
In the end of 2007, there were launched projects for technical assistance, 
realized by consortia with the participation of Open Society Institute: 
 



Contracting Authority Name of Project Amount in 

thousand USD 

 

incl.  to be 

implemented 

by OSI 

PHARE Program  
BG2004/016-7110103 

Promotion and 
Prevention of 
Maternal and Child 
Health Care of Ethnic 
Minorities, Focused on 
the Roma Minority 

622 180 

PHARE Program 
EuropeAid/122908/D/ 
SER/BG 

Technical Assistance 
In the Realization of 
Educational 
Component for 
Improvement of the 
Situation and 
Integration of 
Minorities, Focused on 
Roma Minority 

900 350 

 Total  1 522 530 

 
Other revenues 

 
During 2007, there was increased the value of the investments in subsidiaries 
by USD 2.3 million, revenues were realized from deposits to the amount of USD 
25 thousand. 
 
2.2 Expenses 
 
In 2007, the amount of the program expenses amounts to USD 1.9 million. 
 
Program expenses in thousand USD 2007 – 2005 
 

Field 2007 Share 2006 2005 

Legal Program 306 15.5% 517 596 

Governance and 
Public Policies 

336 17.0% 517 432 

Public Debate 186 9.4% 302 233 

European Policies and 
Civic Participation 

107 5.4% 176 65 

Civil Society 277 14.1% 493 281 

Roma  168 8.5% 143 97 

Education and Youth 
Programs 

132 6.7% 131 319 

Public Health  78 4.0% 77 148 

East – East 138 7.0% 119 76 



Others  243 12.3% 204 636 

Total  1 971 100.0% 2 679 2 883 

 
During 2007, there were realized projects, funded by budgets of other units of 
the Soros chain, to the amount of USD 29 thousand. 
 
During 2007, there were realized 103 projects, 24 participants in conferences 
within the framework of East – East Program and 30 specializations abroad.  
 

Including Program Total number 

of projects Organizations Expert teams Open Society 
Institute 

Legal 
Program 

29 11 3 15 

Governance 
and Public 
Policies 

25 11 1 13 

Public 
Debate 

19 7 6 6 

European 
Policies and 
Civic 
Participation 

8 2 1 5 

Civil Society 32 32   

Roma  23 15 1 7 

Education  8 4  4 

Public Health 4 1  3 

Other 
programs 

9 11  9 

Total  103 72 8 34 

 
 

Participation in conferences, 

trainings and specializations 

Conferences  
East – East 

24 

Training / 
Specializations in 
USA and Great 
Britain 

30 

Total  54 

 
The total amount of the program and administrative expenses comes up to 
USD 2.2 million. 
The administrative budget amounts to USD 230 thousand, 10% of the volume 
of expenses. 



 
2.3 Resources 

 
The net assets of the Institute amount to USD 8.2 million, of which USD 6.8 
million – shares in companies, USD 0.7 million – building (office at 56 “Solunska” 
Street, with 35 computerized workplaces and 2 conference rooms), and USD 
0.7 million – cash. 
 
2.4 Reporting and Control 
 
The program activity of the Institute is realized on the basis of a strategy, 
approved by the Board of Open Society Institute – Sofia, by means of 
combining the efforts of the staff (over 30 people work at the Institute), in 
partnership with wide expert communities. 
 
The financial reporting is kept in compliance with the Bulgarian accounting 
legislation, the International Financial Reporting Standards, as well as the 
approved standards of the Soros international chain and the requirements of 
the other donors. The financial statements are audited by an audit company 
of international renown, which for the last 5 years is Deloitte & Touche 
Bulgaria. 
 
Open Society Institute – Sofia is registered for public benefit and each year 
discloses the reports on its activity. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. EUROPEAN POLICIES AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION PROGRAM 

 
2007 was the first year of the full membership of Bulgaria in EU. In many 
aspects, it had the character of a preparatory year for the actual and real 
integration of Bulgaria and its citizens to EU. 
 
During this year, through the mechanism of cooperation and verification of 
the progress, there continued the monitoring on behalf of the European 
Commission (EC) of the reform of the judicial system, the struggle against 
organized crime and corruption. The first EC report of June 2007 did not 
recommend the application of the safety clauses and formulated 
recommendations for future activities in the critical areas. By the middle of 
2007, the implementation of the EU funds was not yet initiated, due to the 
lack of a functioning infrastructure to that effect. In Bulgaria, there is still a 
need of building a capacity for efficient co-designing of common European 
policies. The low activity of the new Member States in the consulting 
processes, associated with the adoption of policies and legislation on 
European level is indicated by the European Commission in a number of 
studies and forums and gives rise to new initiatives on its behalf, intended “to 
engage the unengaged”. 
 
In Bulgaria, there is still no public debate on issues and topics, which are of 
utmost importance for the functioning of EU as a community and the positions 
of Bulgaria are not clear in this respect. 
 
Within the above environment, the aim of European Policies and Civic 

Participation Program is to influence the formulation of European policies and 
to encourage the efficient civic participation. 

 

To achieve this aim, in 2007, the program realized activities, intended to raise 
the awareness of the NGO sector and of Bulgarian citizens of the available 
institutional and informal mechanisms for participation in the decision-making 
process on European level; the utilization of the resources of the civil society 
for advocacy for continuation of the reforms in the areas of national 
competence; the approbation of mechanisms for civic participation with a 
view to influence the formation of European policies that are important to 
Bulgaria and formulation of informed Bulgarian positions on issues that are 
important to EU. 
 
Specific initiatives: 

• Drawing up of an information booklet “My new rights after 1st January 
2007”, intended to raise the awareness of Bulgarian citizens of the new 
rights and opportunities, resulting from the EU membership of Bulgaria, 
assigned by the Ministry of State Administration and Administrative 
Reform. 



• Organization of lectures of the Commissioner for Consumer Protection, 
Meglena Kuneva, at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the European Community. 

• Participation in the evaluation of the competing television programs for 
awarding of the special prize of the third edition of the media festival 
“Bulgarian Europe” in Ruse. 

• Evaluation and analysis of the risks and opportunities for participation of 
the new Member States in the process of development of common 
European policies and creation of a data base of the available 
analytical capacity (research institutes and experts) in the new CEE 
Member States on the issues of the common European policies. 

• Coordination of the project “How can Europe influence Russia?” of the 
European Council on Foreign Relations to the European Foundation in 
London, in its CEE part. 

• Evaluation of the initial effects of the accession of the new Member 
States in 2004 in the economic and political field, in the social sphere 
and justice and internal order and the first lessons learnt in the process 
of structural funds’ implementation – five reports with conclusions and 
recommendations, based on the experience of the eight CEE countries. 

• Evaluation of the extent of readiness of Bulgaria for inclusion in the 
Schengen Area and the challenges, ensuing from this, in the relations 
with the neighboring countries - report with recommendations on 
national level. 

• Funding of projects of disadvantaged groups and NGO families within 
the framework of a two-year project “Empowering the Powerless”, 
funded by the Trust for Civil Society in CEE, aiming at the social and 
economic inclusion of the marginal groups (minorities; lone parents; 
elderly people; disabled people; children at risk; people, living in 
isolated and remote places, etc.) 

• Support of the international exchange of ideas, information and joint 
work among persons and organizations of the countries of CEE and 
Central Asia for the consolidation of the open society - provision of 
consulting and methodological support upon the design of project 
proposals under East – East Program: Partnership Beyond Borders. 

 
The program combines research and analytical approaches with activities, 
related to advocacy and lobbing, including the carrying out of monitoring on 
the activity of the relevant institutions on national and European level and 
realizes its activity in partnership with a large number of non-governmental 
organizations, public institutions and experts on national and European level. 
 
Projects 

 

Organization/Project Topic Amount 

“European Spaces 21” 
Association 

Third edition of the TV 
and radio program 
festival “Bulgarian 

3 810 



Europe” 

“European Institute” 
Foundation 

Competent and well-
intentioned servicing of 
the external borders of 
the European Union 

12 234 

 Linka Stoykova Toneva 1 209 

 First conference of the 
European Council on 
Foreign Relations 

12 441 

 Carrying out of a public 
lecture on the topic 
“European Union in the 
next fifty years” 

2 124 

 Study “How can Europe 
influence Russia” 

2 447 

 The accession of 
Bulgaria to the 
Schengen Area – 
readiness, challenges 
(internal political and 
foreign political) and 
effects on the regional 
cooperation 

32 333 

 Comparative study on 
the topic “Two years 
after the accession to 
EU – risks and challenges 
in front of the new 
Member States of CEE” 

13 914 

 
 

Projects, funded under “Empowering the Powerless” Program – joint project 

with the Trust for Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe 

“Interethnic Initiative for 
Human Rights” 
Foundation 

Civil monitoring on the 
implementation of the 
governmental measures 
in the field of human 
rights protection and 
integration of minority 
and vulnerable groups, 
ensuing from the 
political criteria for EU 
membership of Bulgaria 

10 000 

Foundation for Local 
Government Reform 

Enhancement of the 
awareness and 
servicing of the citizens 
and the business 

9 922 



Bulgarian Biodiversity 
Foundation 

Advocacy campaign 
for protected territories 
and areas “For the 
nature in Bulgaria” 

9 995 

Cultbg Foundation Advocacy campaigns 
of family “Art and 
Culture” – January – 
April 2008 

10 000 

National Catholic 
Federation “CARITAS” 

Advocacy activities of 
platform “Social 
Policies” (2007 – 2008) 

6 000 

“Naya” Association, 
Targoviste 

“Hear Our Voice” 5 000 

“Bulgarian Anti-
Talasemic Organization” 
Association, Sofia 

Knowledge and stimulus 
for life – raising the level 
of awareness and 
motivation of the 
disabled people to 
understand and stand 
up for their rights. 
Familiarization of the 
society with the specific 
need of blood donation 
and overcoming of 
prejudices 

4 989 

Civil Union “Vrastiri”, 
village of Kamen 

Raising the low civil 
initiative and activity of 
Roma people of the 
village of Kamen and 
elimination of the barrier 
between the local 
authorities and the 
Roma community  

4 600 

Self-Advocacy Group, 
Vidin 

Raising the capacity of 
the people with mental 
disabilities to defend 
their needs in their own 
name and on behalf of 
other people with 
mental disabilities  

4 927 

International School 
“EDUCO”, Sofia 

“Children at Risk” – 
program for prevention 
and social integration of 
children without parents 
of Sofia Municipality, 
Mladost District 

4 812 

National Blind Peoples’ Development and 4 780 



Community Center 
“Louis Braille”, Sofia 

improvement of the 
Braille print at National 
Blind Peoples’ 
Community Center 
“Louis Braille” 

“Future for Children with 
Disabilities” Association, 
Kazanlak 

Social integration of the 
children and youth with 
disabilities 

5 000 

“Victoria – 04” 
Association, Veliko 
Turnovo 

Social inclusion of 
parents of children with 
development problems 
and raising the capacity 
of the organization for 
advocacy in favor of 
their needs and interests 

5 000 

“Intelleco” Association, 
Targoviste 

For minorities - doors are 
open 

4 989 

Association for Support 
of People with 
Disabilities “Friends”, 
Gorna Oryahovitsa 

Art helps us be together 
– today on the stage, 
tomorrow in a more 
tolerant, cultural and 
well-bred society 

4 705 

Association of support 
specialists in the social 
sphere “Little Steps”, 
Pleven 

Establishment of a self-
support group of lone 
parents in Pleven 

4 957 

Union of Disabled 
People – Plovdiv 
Association 

Necessary legal support 
for disabled people 

4 930 

“Artist” Foundation, 
Sofia 

Discussion forum “World 
Café” for support of 
children at risk with anti-
social behavior in 
residential complex 
“Druzhba”, Sofia 

5 000 

“Worthy Life” 
Association, Vidin 

Accessible urban 
environment – equality 
for every citizen 

4 989 

“Worthy Life” 
Foundation, Burgas 

Let’s change our life 4 941 

Center for Psychological 
Studies – Branch 
Targoviste 

Together for more 
strength upon solving 
our problems 

3 835 

Non-profit Organization 
“Center for Social 
Initiatives and 
Educational Programs”, 

First steps 3 326 



village of Samuil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. EAST - EAST PROGRAM: PARTNERSHIP BEYOND BORDERS 

 
Projects 

 

Organization / Project Topic Amount 

Organization of international seminars in Bulgaria 

“European Institute” 
Foundation 

Friendly EU Borders: 
Relations with New 
Eastern Neighbors 
(Subprogram for 
European Integration) 
EU SouthEastern Border 
Monitoring Project 

33 000 

“Green Balkans” 
Foundation 

Strengthening Civil 
Participation in the 
Implementation of EU 
Nature Conservation 
Directives through the 
Experiences Gained by 
the 10 New Member 
States 

880 

“Fund for Crime 
Prevention – IGA”, 
Pazardzhik 

Equal Treatment of 
Members of Vulnerable 
Groups: Penal Offence 
Sentencing 

19 540 

Center for Liberal 
Strategies 

From 
Byzantine/Ottoman 
Heritage towards Black 
Sea Regional Identity 

6 079 

Center for Liberal 
Strategies 
Institute for Study of 
Recent Past 

Silence about 
Communism in Central 
and Southeastern 
Europe 18 Years after 
the Fall of the Berlin Wall 

16 733 

Institute for Economic 
Policy 

Young Public Servants in 
Southeastern Europe: 
Preparation for EU 
Accession (Subprogram 
for European 
Integration) 

16 000 

Vocational High School 
“Prof. Asen Zlatarov”, 
Vidin 

Alternative Forms of 
Professional Training in 
Entrepreneurship: 
Success on the Labor 
Market 

17 590 

“Free Youth Center” 
Association 

Europe without Borders 3 340 



Bulgarian Association of 
University Women 

Promoting Gender 
Equity in Secondary and 
Higher/ University 
Education 

8 656 

Participation of experts from Bulgaria in international seminars 

Boris Antonov Krumov Western Balkans 
Network for Inclusive 
eGovernment 84 

84 

Boyan Ivaylov Znepolski Populism. Populism? 
Populism! What It Looks 
Like and What To Do 

596 

Georgi Atanasov 
Prangov 

Western Balkans 
Network for Inclusive 
eGovernment 83 

83 

Georgi Dimitrov Dimitrov Citizens and Civil 
Society in a Reunited 
Europe 

713 

Georgi Fotev Georgiev Citizen and Civil Society 
in a Reunited Europe 

707 

Deyana Dimitrova 
Kyurchieva 

Childhood Without 
Abuse / Children as 
Witnesses in Legal 
Procedures 

517 

Dimitar Kirilov Rusinov Experiences of 
postSocialist Countries in 
the Implementation of 
Juvenile Justice Systems 

700 

Doncho Angelov 
Dimitrov 

Environmental NGOs as 
Watchdogs of Pipeline 
Projects in South East 
Europe 

533 

Emiliya Yonkova 
Chaushova 

Teaching 
Methodologies for 
Handicapped Children: 
Experiences in Czech 
Republic, Bulgaria and 
Armenia 

624 

Zoya Ivanova Slavova Gender Dimensions of 
Pension Reform: 
Experiences, Solutions 
and Lessons Learned 

413 

Krasimir Ivanov Kanev Implementation of UN 
Optional Protocol of 
Convention against 
Torture: International 
Experiences 

1 063 

Magdanela Zlatkova Gender Dimensions of 433 



Delinesheva Pension Reform: 
Experiences, Solutions 
and Lessons Learned 

Margarita Venelinova 
Petrova 

Equal Access for All: 
ELearning Education for 
Visually Impaired People 

525 

Marina Georgieva 
Angelova 

Childhood Without 
Abuse/ Children as 
Witnesses in Legal 
Procedures 

480 

Marina Kostadinova 
Manolcheva 

Experiences of 
postSocialist Countries in 
the Implementation of 
Juvenile Justice Systems 

700 

Mira Dimitrova 
Tsvetkova 

Equal Access for All: 
ELearning Education for 
Visually Impaired People 

525 

Nevyanka Alexandrova 
Bumbarova 

Teaching 
Methodologies for 
Handicapped Children: 
Experiences in Czech 
Republic, Bulgaria and 
Armenia 

623 

Neli Lyudmilova Petrova 
- Dimitrova 

Childhood Without 
Abuse/ Children as 
Witnesses in Legal 
Procedures 

517 

Petko Dimitrov Tsvetkov Facilitating the Western 
Balkans Civil Society 
Networking with EU 
NGOs and Platforms 

87 

Petko Kostadinov 
Kovachev 

Environmental NGOs as 
Watchdogs of Pipeline 
Projects in South East 
Europe 

238 

Stefan Georgiev Nikolov Crime Development 
Forecasting and Crime 
Control in Central 
Europe 

756 

Stefka Tsvetanova 
Klaeva 

Best Practices in 
Promoting Voluntary 
and NonRemunerated 
Blood Donation 

376 

Yuliyana Ivanova 
Nikolova 

National Development 
Plan: A New Approach 
to Development in 
Moldova 

1 130 



   

Yura Dancheva 
Dancheva 

Childhood Without 
Abuse / Children as 
Witnesses in Legal 
Procedures 

493 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



5. PROJECT DESIGN UNIT (PDU) 

 
In 2007, Open Society Institute – Sofia worked on the realization of the second 
stage of the project: The Next Mile of the European Civil Society Infrastructure 

(strengthening of the potential of Bulgarian and Romanian civil organizations 

for improvement of the social environment). The project is implemented, using 
funds of the European Commission within the framework of the Program for 
building of networks under civil society component – Romania and Bulgaria. 
The partners of Open Society Institute – Sofia were: Euroregional Centre for 
Democracy, Romania, European Roma Information Office, Belgium, and Civil 
Society Development Foundation, Hungary. The approach to the 
implementation of the project includes the encouragement of new forms of 
cooperation among civil organizations upon the provision of integrated social 
services to vulnerable groups. 
 
During 2007, the main activities under the project included: 

• Publication of two methodological and information handbooks, the first 
of which provides information of the NGO working environment in 
Bulgaria and Romania. The second handbook contains information of 
the European social networks and the opportunities for participation of 
Bulgarian and Romanian NGOs. 

• Design of a three-language specialized web portal of the project. 
• Conducting of two specialized trainings in Bulgaria and Romania for 

representatives of NGOs. 
• Organization of a competition for exchange of staff between the 

Bulgarian and Romanian civil organization and public institutions, as 
well as between organizations in other EU Member States - 33 
applicants of 17 organizations, working in the social sphere. 

• As a result of the conducted exchange, there was published a 
handbook with good practices (in Bulgarian, Romanian and English 
language), to reach a wider range of representatives of the target 
group. 

• For the purposes of sharing good practices in the sphere of social work 
and provision of social services, there were also organized work 
seminars in various towns of Bulgaria (6 seminars) and Romania (5 
seminars), as well as a final conference in Bucharest, dedicated to the 
opportunities for cooperation among the local government authorities 
and NGOs upon the provision of social services. 

 

Sending Organization Host Organization Period  

Institute for Social 
Activities and Practices 
– Sofia, Complex for 
Social Services for 
Children and Families - 
Shumen, Ivelina 
Ivanova, Kremena 

National Federation of 
Social Workers in 
Romania 

24th – 29th June 2007 



Zhekova, Svetlana 
Grigorova 

SOS Association of 
Women and Children - 
Victims of Violence - 
Novi Pazar, Galya Ilieva 

National Federation of 
Social Workers in 
Romania 

24th – 29th June 2007 

Shumen Municipality, 
Simeon Komatinski 

National Federation of 
Social Workers in 
Romania 

24th – 29th June 2007 

Little Steps – Pleven, 
Valeriya Simova 

National Federation of 
Social Workers in 
Romania 

24th – 29th June 2007 

European Student 
Forum AEGEE – Poland, 
Nataliya Yanidzhak 

GEMINI - Sofia 15th June – 15th August 
2007 

Chance for Life 
Foundation, Bucharest, 
Romania, Heidi 
Nitzsche, Laura Holm, 
Aurelia Marian, Elena 
Trifescu 

Cooperativa Sociale 
Pantagruel Onlus 
Pistoia, Italy 

2nd – 9th October 2007 

OEW – Organisation für 
Eine solidarische Welt 
(Organization for a 
solidary world) Brixen, 
Italy (S), Silva Pitscheider 

Asociatia Cultura Pacii. 
The Culture of Peace 
Association, Bucharest, 
Romania 

26th July – 27th August 
2007 

Sofia Municipality, 
Margarita Peeva, Irina 
Papancheva, Minka 
Vladimirova, Dobroslav 
Iliev 

Cebob De Ling, 
Belgium, Lovenjoel, 
Belgium 

29th August – 1st 
September 2007 

Step by Step 
Foundation, Marieta 
Radulova, Parashkeva 
Sotirova 

SPIRIT (voor hulp aan 
jeugd en opvoeders), 
Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands 

17th September – 24th 
September 2007 

Bulgarian Network for 
Youth and Child 
Trafficking Prevention – 
Smolyan, Borislava 
Daskalova 

Euro-Mediterranean 
Network for Youth 
Trafficking Prevention, 
Athens, Greece 

10th September – 30th 
September 2007 

Regional Dispensary 
Ruse, Gyunyul Hayredin, 
Elka Stilyanova 

ARIA – Portugal, Lisbon 14th August – 20th August 
2007 

Center “Maria” – Gorna 
Oryahovitsa, Nela 
Angelova, Tanya 
Ruseva, Lyudmila 

Foundation 
“Conexiuni”, Deva, 
Romania 

30th September – 3rd 
October 2007 



Tsvetanova 

ProWOMEN Foundation, 
Iasi, Romania (S), Irina 
Barbalata, Catalina 
Schiopu 

ECIP Foundation, Sofia, 
Bulgaria 

22nd October – 26th 
October 2007 

Bulgarian Center for 
Non-Profit Law, Mila 
Boyanova 

European Citizen Action 
Service (ECAS), Brussels, 
Belgium 

10th October 2007 – 16th 
October 2007 

Institute for Children and 
Youth Care, Mainz, 
Germany, Jullia Bock – 
Knoblauch, Germany 

FICE Bulgaria 3rd October 2007 – 6th 
October 2007 

Partners for Public 
Initiative and 
Development – 
Kozloduy, Milena 
Stoyanova, Sonya 
Angelova, Anita 
Elencheva 

Social home to aged 
people, Slovakia, Trnava 
city, Slovakia 

1st October – 7th 
October 2007 

Association of parents 
of children with cerebral 
paralysis and metal 
disabilities – Varna, 
Ekaterina Marinova, 
Ekaterina Georgieva 

The association for the 
support of children with 
handicaps neuro-motor, 
Bacau, Romania 

28th August – 6th 
September 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. LEGAL PROGRAM 

 
For the period 2007 – 2009, the Legal Program is implementing a new strategy, 
whose main aims are directed to continuation of the judicial reform and 
guaranteeing of the irreversibility of the achievements in the field of rule of the 
law and human rights protection. 
 
During this period, the Program carried out its activities mainly through active 
and independent monitoring of the activity of governmental institutions, 
having powers in the field of justice and struggle against crime and promotion 
of practices for transparency and civil control. 
 
Meanwhile, the Program continues to support its commitment to the 
protection of fundamental human rights and guaranteeing of equal access 
to justice for disadvantaged people. 
 
In 2007, the Program worked on the following initiatives: 
 

• Public policies for limiting of organized crime 
The organized crime in Bulgaria represents a basic obstacle to the economic 
development of the country and its successful integration with the structures 
of the European Union. It also threatens the development and 
democratization of the Balkans and the Black Sea region as a whole. Due to 
these reasons, Open Society Institute – Sofia and the Legal Initiative of Open 
Society Institute – New York dedicate considerable efforts to the 
development and promotion of alternative public policies for prevention and 
struggle against organized crime. To systemize and develop these efforts, in 
2007, there was established a new, specialized non-profit organization. The 
organization was registered under the name “RiskMonitor” and as of the 
middle of the year it started implementing independent projects. 
“RiskMonitor” will specialize in the studies and development of public policies 
in the field of the struggle against organized crime and corruption in Bulgaria 
and in the region. The main activities of the organization will be comparative 
studies, monitoring and evaluation of governmental and donor policies, 
assessment of the risks, related to the organized crime, and creation and 
maintenance of public information data bases. On 23rd – 25th November 2007, 
in Borovets resort, “RiskMonitor” conducted its first public event, presenting to 
the academic circles, media and civil society organizations the interim results 
of its first studies. 
 

• Civil monitoring at police stations 

In 2007, the Program extended its successful practice of monitoring of the 
regional police stations and evaluation of the adherence to the standards for 
protection of the fundamental rights of the citizens upon 24 – hour detention 
by the police. Besides in Sofia, the project was also implemented on the 
territory of the biggest cities in the country – Plovdiv, Varna, Burgas and 
Pleven. With the support of four non-governmental organizations – “Diva” 



Foundation, “Demetra”, “SOS – Families in Disgrace” and the Pleven Public 
Fund “Community Centers”, there were selected and trained over 200 
volunteers – civil observers. Only for the first three months of the project, they 
realized 291 visits to 41 police stations. During the third year of the monitoring, 
the volunteers continue to register very few signals for abuse of force on 
behalf of the police. Meanwhile, serious administrative and material problems 
continue to affect directly the rights of the detained persons. The 
interrogations of the detained are still generally conducted in the offices of 
the preliminary investigators and operating officers, which constitutes a 
violation of the statutory standards. There are durable problems, related to 
the access of the detained to legal and medical assistance. In the resort 
centers, foreigners are more frequently detained, however, the police do not 
have the necessary financial resources for hiring of professional translators. 
There is a high risk of dissemination of infectious diseases at the Regional 
Police Stations (RPS). The conclusions of the observers are periodically 
presented to the attention of the heads of the relevant RPS, to the Ministry of 
Interior and other interested institutions. The complete reports are published 
on the internet site of the Institute. The project contributes considerably to the 
establishment of a culture of transparency and accountability in the work of 
the police and for reduction of the violations of the fundamental rights of the 
detained persons. 
 

• Civil monitoring of the court 

Since 2004, Open Society Institute – Sofia strives to promote the practice for 
civil monitoring of lawsuits of particular interest. In the end of 2007, there was 
presented the final report on the results of the monitoring of lawsuits for 
domestic violence and sexual offence against women. The aims of the 
project go beyond the finding of certain gaps in the law enforcement, 
although, the report contains lots of proposals for improvement of the effect 
of the Domestic Violence Protection Act. As a result of the project, nowadays, 
lots of NGOs are using the court monitoring as a tool for realization of their role 
for public benefit and as a powerful instrument for support of public 
campaigns for struggle against domestic violence or ensuring of accessible 
environment for people with disabilities. 
 

• Analysis of the practice of the Supreme Court of Cassation on criminal 

lawsuits 
The Institute made an analysis of the practice of the SCC on criminal lawsuits, 
which was presented in October to magistrates and representatives of the 
Ministry of Justice. The analysis reflects the particularities in the application of 
certain fundamental amendments of the procedural laws and provides a 
valuable view from the outside over the work of the judges and the parties 
under the criminal process. This analysis is the first of its kind in the country and 
gives rise to the development of the empirical legal studies. These studies will 
provide for the evaluation of the results of the judicial system’s reform on 
grounds of clear criteria and from the point of view of the problems of the 
users. 



 
• Rule of law 

The program was durably engaged in the support of the efforts of the Ministry 
of Justice to continue the process of judicial system's reform in partnership 
with the civil sector. On grounds of the signed agreement for cooperation 
between the Ministry and the Institute, the program organized three meetings 
with the management of the Ministry, whereat the non-governmental 
organizations proposed and agreed upon the inclusion of specific measures 
in the Action Plan of the Government in the field of judicial reform, struggle 
against corruption and organized crime. Undoubtedly, the major 
achievement of NGO in this field was the consent of the Ministry to develop a 
special mechanism for evaluation and suggesting of amendments of the 
legislation and the practice of the governmental authorities, based on 
unfavorable decisions against Bulgaria of the European Court of Human 
Rights. This mechanism will guarantee the quick and efficient elimination of 
violations under the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights. 
 
The Program supported the carrying out of the first Balkan symposium, 
dedicated to the Rule of Law, organized by the Bulgarian Institute for Legal 
Initiatives (www.bili-bg.org ).  The forum provided a unique opportunity to 
magistrates and NGO representatives from the countries of the region to 
exchange valuable experience in respect of the reforms of their national 
judicial systems. The comparison between the countries, which joined EU in 
2004, and Bulgaria and Romania was particularly useful. Meanwhile, there 
were also discussed the opportunities for regional cooperation in this field that 
are emerging in the context of the Turkish application for EU membership. 
 

• Access to justice for disadvantaged people 

The Program has a long-term commitment for improvement of the access to 
justice for disadvantaged people. In 2007, the Program prepared a project 
for facilitating the provision of legal assistance in case of police detention. The 
police detention is not a part of the criminal proceedings, however, in 
practice, this is the time of the first contact of the detained with the law 
enforcement authorities and the data, collected on this stage, usually 
predetermine the character and the seriousness of the indictment and the 
course of the proceedings. Due to this reason, it is particularly important to 
ensure the practical implementation of the provision of the Constitution and 
the Legal Assistance Act, entitling the detained people to protection. The 
presence of a legal counsel reduces the risk of arbitrary arrest and 
guarantees the lawfulness of the procedures, which usually also means 
quicker legal proceedings. The Program is trying to ensure the support of the 
main interested institutions and in 2008 plans to propose a pilot scheme for 
ensuring of on-duty counsels upon police detention. 
 

• Equality and human rights protection 
The Program implemented a partner project with Bulgarian Lawyers for 

Human Rights for conducting of a series of public debates, concerning the 



application of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in our 
country. There were outlined the main areas of contradiction between the 
standards of the Convention and the Bulgarian legislation and the 
opportunities for their overcoming were discussed. 
The meaning of the project is to propose priorities for legislative amendments, 
intended to render Bulgarian law in compliance with the requirements of the 
Convention, without the need of ruling unfavorable decisions against Bulgaria 
by the Court in Strasbourg. The conducting of systematic analyses of the 
legislative amendments from the point of view of ECHR compliance would 
spare the long waiting of the appellants and the payment of indemnities, 
which quite unnecessarily currently burdens the tax payers. 
 
Projects 

 

Organization / Project Topic Amount 

“RiskMonitor” 
Foundation 

Means for 
implementation of the 
activity plan 

77 850 

Team, headed by 
Martin Asenov 
Gramatikov 

Access to justice 15 299 

Legal Assistance Office 
– Law Company 

Model for providing of 
legal assistance by on-
duty counsels and 
support of the 
functioning of the Legal 
Assistance Bureau in 
Veliko Turnovo 

20 000 

“Demetra” Association Civil monitoring of the 
police - Burgas 

7 845 

“Pleven Public Fund” 
Association, Pleven 

Civil monitoring of the 
police 

5 016 

“SOS Families in 
Disgrace” Foundation, 
Varna 

Civil monitoring of the 
police 

7 900 

“Bulgarian Institute of 
Legal Initiatives” 
Foundation 

International symposium 
“Rule of Law" 

4 014 

Community Care 
Foundation “Diva”, 
Plovdiv 

Civil monitoring of the 
police 

6 415 

OWN PROJECTS 

 Analysis of the legislative 
process efficiency 

4 494 

 Civil monitoring at the 
regional police stations 

32 300 

 Civil monitoring at 27 437 



courts 

 Evaluation of the 
efficiency of the 
procedures of fine 
imposing and collection 

17 672 

 Evaluation of the 
activity of the law 
protection organizations 
in Bulgaria 

2 863 

 Transparency and 
efficiency of the 
prosecutor's system in 
Bulgaria 

18 382 

 The price of justice in 
Bulgaria 

12 903 

 Judicial system reform 
and human rights 

3 040 

 The Supreme Judicial 
Council as a guarantor 
of the independence of 
the judicial system - 15 
years later 

648 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. PUBLIC DEBATE PROGRAM 

 
Through its Public Debate Program, Open Society Institute – Sofia took active 
part in the public debate of key issues to the development of Bulgaria society. 
Special emphasis was placed on the debates, concerning the challenges 
that the economic development of the country is facing after the EU 
membership, and the role of Bulgaria as a Member State, the traumas of the 
communist period, as well as the risk in front of the stability of the liberal 
democracy on the background of the wave of populism in Eastern Europe. 
 
Within the framework of the Program, there was organized an international 
conference “10 Years Currency Board” with the participation of 
representatives of the central banks of Bulgaria, Estonia, Slovenia and the 
Czech Republic, as well as the Bulgarian and international business. By means 
of various forms of public discussions, the Institute supported the celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of the establishment of EU and the challenges in front 
of the Union for the next 50 years. The Program continued to support the 
studies and debates, concerning the period of socialism and its 
consequences on contemporary life, as a result of which there started the 
publication of a series of scientific monographs, dedicated to various aspects 
of the communist period, realized in cooperation with the Institute for Studies 
of the Recent Past. 
 

Organization / Project Topic Amount 

Boyan Ivaylov Znepolski Expert – scholarship 
student: Study of the 
French national 
populism, organization 
of a colloquium at SU 
“St. Kliment Ohridski” 

3 750 

Yordan Milkov Mateev Expert – scholarship 
student: 
Encouragement of the 
media interest in 
reflecting and 
discussing of the role of 
Bulgaria and the new 
Member States in the 
process of formation of 
common European 
policies 

3 750 

Marin Delchev Marinov Expert – scholarship 
student of OSI – Sofia for 
the period June 2007 – 
June 2008 

4 375 

Ruzha Vasileva Smilova Expert – scholarship 
student: Coordination 

3 750 



on behalf of OSI of the 
project “The Crisis in 
Central and Eastern 
Europe” 

Elena Vasileva 
Mihaylovska 

“Culture of Survival – 
rule of totalitarian 
power and/or gestures 
of resistance against it” 

3 750 

Team, headed by 
Martin Ivanov Ivanov 

Project “Bulgarian 
Business /and Political/ 
Elite 1989 - 2005" 

3 125 

Institute for Studies of 
the Recent Past 

Studies of the period of 
socialism in the recent 
past of Bulgaria 1944 - 
1989 

10 000 

Institute for Market 
Economy 

Review of the economic 
policy 

12 507 

SPOTLIGHT OOD “Bulgaria – 1968. Media 
environment and 
totalitarian state 40 
years after the 
disturbance in 
Czechoslovakia” 

12 225 

“Center for Legal and 
International Studies” 
Association 

Day of open doors at SU 
“St. Kliment Ohridski” 
Celebration of the 
signing of the contract 
for accession of Bulgaria 
to EU 

5 383 

Youth Development 
Association 

Campaign “Bulgaria – 
part of the puzzle of 
Europe” 

750 

“Literature Newspaper” 
Foundation 

Co-funding of “Debate 
Club” 

4 402 

“Free and Democratic 
Bulgaria” Foundation 

Project “Appeal for 
return from Russia of 
archives of Bulgarian 
governmental 
institutions, taken away 
after the end of the 
World War II" 

3 800 

OWN PROJECTS 

 Project “10 Years of the 
Introduction of the 
Currency Board in 
Bulgaria” 

19 975 

 Project “Is Financial 1 879 



Stability of Bulgaria in 
Danger” 

 Project “Why does the 
European Union need 
the “Reform 
Contract”?” 

1 098 

 Project campaign “Let’s 
Bring Them Back Home” 

3 824 

 Project “Privileges in 
Bulgaria and their effect 
on the economic 
development" 

3 020 

 Public lecture of Thomas 
Carothers on the topic: 
“Does the support for 
global democracy have 
future?” 

1 379 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC POLICIES PROGRAM 

 
Within the framework of the initiatives that it supports, Governance and Public 

Policies Program aims at the establishment of conditions for strengthening of 
the civil participation and for protection of the public interests upon the 
formulation and pursuing of national, regional and local policies and 
adoption of good governance practices on all management levels. 
 
During the recent years, the decentralization, the development and 
implementation of models of partnership between public and private 
institutions and the reform in the public administration are the main priorities, 
addressed through the public activities and the activities, supported by us. 
 
In addition to these main directions in the activity, the Program pays special 
attention to the issues of development and implementation of public policies 
in the fields of education and public health in Bulgaria. 
 
Partnerships 

 

For the realization of qualitative monitoring and ensuring of active expert 
participation in the formulation and realization of the mentioned public 
policies in Bulgaria and in the region, we rely on the establishment of key 
partnerships and the development of the capacity of the team and the 
experts that we cooperate with. 
 
During the past year, we worked together with our colleagues of the World 
Bank, UNICEF, the Institute for Public Environment Development, Industry 
Watch, Club Economy 2000, Resource Center for Decentralization, 
Association of the Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria, Gallup, 
International Institute of Health Care and Health Insurance, Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences, Bulgarian Association for Persons with Mental 
Disabilities, Bulgarian Center for Non-Profit Law, Blue Link, Center for Resource 
Teachers, representatives of institutions and experts. 
 
Multipurpose study of the households in Bulgaria 

 

In partnership with the World Bank (WB), in 2007, we carried out the new 
Multipurpose Study of the Households in Bulgaria. This traditional study is one 
of the main sources of information for the assessment of poverty in Bulgaria 
during the recent years. 
 
The study collects data of the basic social indicators in Bulgaria, which will 
ensure the comparison with the previous studies of the World Bank in the field 
of poverty in Bulgaria and will be a kind of a bridge to the studies in the social 
sphere, which will be conducted by the National Statistical Institute for 
Eurostat. 
 



Within the framework of the study, Open Society Institute – Sofia funded a 
special extract for the Turkish and Roma population in Bulgaria, which will 
enable the thorough analysis of the poverty aspects among these groups in 
our country during the first year of the EU membership of Bulgaria. The 
compiling of a package of basic indicators of the social situation in the 
country, measured immediately before the accession to the EU, will provide 
an opportunity to follow up the effect of the announced policies in the field 
of social integration. 
 
Decentralization  

 

During the year, we supported the expert work and organized discussions and 
dissemination of analyses on topics, related to the reform towards 
decentralization. The relationships among the municipalities, mayor's offices 
and service provides in the conditions of decentralized relations on local level 
were discussed at the round table, dedicated to “Decreasing the Distance 
between the Local Self-government and the Population”. 
 
A report was disseminated among regional administrations and selected 
municipalities, which studies the relation between the decentralization and 
the opportunities for the municipalities and the regions to implement funds 
from EU funds. 
 
There were also supported the development of a methodology of 
cost/benefit evaluation of the assessment of public services, conducting of 
trainings for the introduction of financially decentralized management in the 
field of secondary education (delegated budgets). 
 
Good Governance and Transparency 
 

The emphasis of the Program's work is the monitoring and analysis of the 
policies, pursued by Sofia Municipality. This year, again, there was made an 
analysis of the draft municipal budget of Sofia Municipality and booklets with 
its contents were disseminated before its public discussing, organized by Sofia 
Municipality. The booklet provides an opportunity to the citizens to get 
acquainted with the draft of the Municipality and to actively participate in 
and pose questions upon its discussing at the Municipal Council. 
 
An analysis was made of the capacity and opportunities for organization of 
the cultural policy of the capital in partnership with NGOs, working in this field. 
 
The Consulting Council “Children of Sofia” was established with the active 
participation of Open Society Institute – Sofia, aiming at the support of the 
formulation, laying the basic priorities and the implementation of the overall 
policy for Protection of Sofia Children. 
 



For the reinforcement of the good governance standards in the activity of the 
local administrations and the guaranteeing of the opportunity for civic 
participation in the making of important decisions by the local authorities, 
there was organized a series of trainings for representatives of local 
administrations, municipal councils and civil organizations, whereat we 
presented certain tools for transparent governance, developed and applied 
by Open Society Institute - Sofia. 
 
Education 
 

The emphasis of our work consisted in the placing on the agenda of the 
expert discussing of issues and the popularization of data and analyses, 
related to the educational reform in Bulgaria. 
 
The Institute supported a series of publications in the specialized editions of 
the Ministry of Education and Science (MES), which are well-known among 
the pedagogical community and experts. Special attention was paid to the 
topics, related to the violence at school and the command of the Bulgarian 
language in thematic editions, where the Institute participated with articles, 
highlighting the needs, the problems and challenges in the work with Roma 
children. 
 
As a result of the efforts for popularization of methods of evaluation of the 
quality of educational services, provided by the secondary schools, Sofia 
Municipality demonstrated its interest in the realization of such an initiative for 
the secondary schools in Sofia, which will be launched in 2008. 
 
Health Care 

 

The key topics, related to the health reform and health care in Bulgaria with 
high extent of public interest, represented the focus of the work of the 
Program: 
· the informal payments in the health care system 

· the condition of the health insurance 

· the opportunities for privatization of the medical establishments 

· the integration of children with mental disabilities into the school 

environment 

· the opportunities for introduction of integral indicators for measuring of the 

health of the population in compliance with the European and global 

practices  

 

There were set up several work teams, with the participation of distinguished 
experts and representatives of partner organizations, which during the year 
worked on the collection of data, analysis of the main problems and 
formulation of potential measures for addressing the existing problems. 
 



As a result of this work, in 2008, there will be presented to the public and 
published a series of expert reports, intended to give rise to discussing of basic 
health care issues in Bulgaria, supported by empirical data and analyses. 
 
The complete presentation of the activities and initiatives of Governance and 

Public Policies Program, as well as reports, analyses and materials may be 
found on the internet site of the Institute. 
 
Projects 
 

Organization / Project Topic Amount 

Bulgarian Sociological 
Association 

Organization of an 
international 
conference on the 
topic "Quality of the 
public policies 
(engagement of social 
scientists)" 
Activities, realized by 
OSI 

7 100 
 
 
 
 

1 652 

Civil Association “Expert 
Analyses” 

Creation of a data base 
for efficient 
management of the 
issues of public order 
and security in the 
communities with 
prevailing population of 
Roma origin 

19 390 

Institute for Social 
Values and Structures 
“Ivan Hadzhiyski” 

Young people in 
European Bulgaria 

11 250 

National Association of 
Municipalities in  

Adaptation and testing 
of the model for 
evaluation of the 
financial management 
on local level 

29 734 

Civil Association 
“Resource Center for 
Decentralization" 

Dissemination of the 
application of the 
delegated budgets’ 
system in education  

15 000 

Civil Association 
“Resource Center for 
Decentralization" 

Development of 
application of the 
methodology of 
cost/benefit assessment 
in the public service 
field 
Activities, realized by 

18 040 
 
 
 

2 368 



OSI  

Civil Association “Public 
Barometer” 

Civil campaign “Quality 
and price of Sliven’s 
drinking water” 

3 124 

Club “Economy 2000” System for monitoring 
and evaluation of the 
services’ 
decentralization 

1 920 

“Open Society” Club, 
Burgas 

Training Center for 
Agricultural Activities of 
Unemployed Roma 
People of Kamenovo 
and Sredets 
Municipalities 

6 112 

“ACCESS” Foundation Inspection of the 
performance under the 
existing concession 
contracts for cleaning 
of the capital 

10 020 

Civil Association 
“Resource Center for 
Decentralization”  

Basic Instruments for 
Analysis of Big 
Investment Projects with 
Public Participation 
(Public—Private 
Partnerships) 
Activities, realized by 
OSI 

17 000 
 
 
 
 

5 879 

OWN PROJECTS 

 Introduction of the 
common assessment 
framework in the 
Bulgarian public 
administration 

14 355 

 Dissemination of the 
application of the 
delegated budgets’ 
system in education 

8 486 

 Monitoring of public 
budgets 1 and 2 stage 

40 024 

Team, headed by 
Ekaterina Markova 

Organization, 
conducting and 
analysis of group 
discussions with people 
without health 
insurances 

2 253 

 Training and 
consultations of 

17 879 



municipalities and 
NGOs for design of 
projects under 
European programs 

 Creation of an 
information pool 
“Policies for 
Overcoming of the 
Social Isolation of 
Vulnerable Groups” 

10 427 

 Analyses in respect of 
enforced and 
forthcoming changes in 
the policies, risks in front 
of the economy, 
prognoses for 
development (Macro 
Watch) 

3 986 

 Condominium  7 655 

 Access to resources of 
the municipalities of 
remote regions 

5 948 

 Project management at 
the Information 
Technology Agency 

11 643 

 Building the capacity of 
public mediators and 
representatives of the 
local authorities for 
application of the good 
governance principles 

3 854 

 
 
Education 

 

Organization / Project Topic Amount 

Joint editions with MES Joint editions with the 
scientific and 
methodological 
magazines of MES, 
dedicated to key issues 
of the development of 
the school education 

2 318 

Association “Elisaveta 
Clark and Penka 
Kasabova” 

Publication of a 
collection with articles 
"Adults and Children - 
Children and Adults" 

1 206 



“Bulgarian Language 
and Literature" 
Magazine 

Joint editions with the 
scientific and 
methodological 
magazines of MES, 
dedicated to the 
education of ethnic 
minorities 

2 569 

Matriculation – 
Frequently Asked 
Questions 

Public discussing with 
the Ministry of Education 
– “Matriculation – 
Frequently Asked 
Questions” at “Radison” 
Hotel on 14th December 
2007 

2 622 

Monitoring of the 
Educational Service 
Quality 

Monitoring of the 
Educational Service 
Quality in the School 
Educational Services at 
the Primary and 
Secondary Schools – 5th 
stage 

8 861 

Educational Policies 
School 

Educational Policies 
School 

10 490 

 
 
Public Health 

 

Organization / Project Topic Amount 

“International Institute of 
Health Care and Health 
Insurance” Foundation 

Problems with informal 
payments in health 
cares and possible 
political solutions 

10 000 

Association for Support 
of People with Mental 
Disabilities 

Integrated employment 
of persons with 
intellectual problems 

9 015 

 Privatization of medical 
establishments for 
hospital aid 

6 367 

 Studying of the integral 
indicators for measuring 
of the health of the 
population and the 
opportunities for their 
application in the 
Bulgarian health care 
system 

2 061 

 



9. ROMA PROGRAM 

 
The main aim of Roma Program for 2007 was to support the formulation of 
adequate public policies for the integration of the Roma people and to 
encourage the wide public support for their effective implementation. Within 
the context of the Bulgarian presidency of the "Decade of Roma Inclusion", 
during 2007, Roma Program directed its efforts to improvement of the 
coordination of the governmental institutions, engaged in the international 
initiatives, and for consolidation of the political consensus for realization of the 
Decade’s goals. Along with the full membership of Bulgaria in the European 
Union, Roma Program directed its efforts to advocacy activities for adoption 
of a systematic approach on European level for solving of the problems of the 
Roma people as European citizens. 
 
In 2007, Roma Program continued to develop the capacity of Roma non-
governmental organizations and of youths of Roma origin and to stimulate 
their active participation in the public and political life of Bulgaria. 
 
Formulation of Efficient Public Policies 

 

In 2007, Roma Program continued to provide direct support to the local and 
central authorities upon the formulation and implementation of policies for 
Roma integration. Through the “diversity management” approach, including 
collection of data, analysis, planning and training, Roma Program assisted 7 
municipalities in the formulation of efficient strategies and programs for Roma 
integration. In Samokov Municipality, a draft program was developed for 
education integration of the Roma, and in Kyustendil the development of a 
health program was supported. The analyses of the diversity in the 
educational field in Ihtiman, Shumen and Separeva Banya contributed to the 
building of the capacity of the local authorities and non-governmental 
organizations. 
 
Aiming at the support of the development of policies in the field of health 
cares, respecting the needs and the problems of the disadvantaged minority 
groups, Roma Program developed a pilot methodology for collection of 
information of the health status of the Roma people. The methodology was 
applied in the conducting of a national representative survey among 1737 
people, qualitative studies, as well as analysis of data of NSI and other 
representative studies of the Roma people. The final report of the survey 
addresses specific recommendations in the field of improvement of the 
access to health cares for the vulnerable minority groups. 
 
Stimulating of the public support for the Roma integration 
 

The prospects for increase in the public support for the Roma integration 
policies were outlined at the conducted national debate, dedicated to the 
“Policies of Roma people in Bulgaria”. Within the framework of the 2-day 



discussions, the participating 255 citizens reduced their support for radical and 
segregation measures in the fields of residential and penalty policy and 
education and increased their readiness to support the integration measures. 
 
In 2007, the Program updated the conducted economic study of the price of 
(non-)inclusion of the Roma people in Bulgarian society. In the authors’ 
opinion, the effect of the economic and social integration of the Roma 
amounts to BGN 22 milliard for the following ten years, and the expenses, 
needed for such integration, are only BGN 1 milliard. The wide dissemination 
of the results of the study within the media contributed to the creation of 
positive public attitudes to the Roma integration. 
 
“Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015” 

 
Roma Program supported the Bulgarian coordinator of the Decade of Roma 
Inclusion 2005-2015 for the conducting of the Х International Steering 
Committee in Sofia. The meeting was attended by Mr. George Soros, 
Chairman of Open Society Institute, and Mr. Shigeo Katsu, Vice President of 
the World Bank. In 2007, Roma Program organized a number of round tables 
and public discussions on the priorities of the Decade. 
 
Establishment of Public-Private Partnerships and Advocacy Activities for 

Solving of Roma Problems on European Level 

 

In 2007, Roma Program initiated a strategic partnership between state 
institutions on central and local level, the electricity distribution company EVN 
and representatives of the Roma community with a view to settle the 
problems, related to the access to utilities for the inhabitants of Plovdiv 
quarter “Stolipinovo”. The good example of public-private partnership was 
presented on European level and Roma Program initiated advocacy 
activities for protection of the inhabitants of the Roma ghettos as “vulnerable 
consumers” of utilities by European and national legislation and for the 
inclusion of this case into the portfolio of the European Commissioner for 
Consumer Protection. 
 
Building of the capacity of Roma origin youths and representatives of the civil 

sector for active participation in the public and political life in Bulgaria 
 

Roma Program continued to conduct the internship program for young Roma 
to the National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria. For a third time in 
succession, 10 participants in the program had the opportunity to get 
acquainted with the legislative process in Bulgaria and with the political 
decision-making process. 
 
In 2007, Roma Program supported the conducting of public meetings and 
debates, organized by "Decade" Club. During the discussions, the members of 
the club - Roma leaders and activists - got acquainted with the candidate 



mayors for the Sofia districts with Roma population and discussed the Roma 
political participation in the local elections. 
 
Roma Program continued to encourage the integration of Roma journalists 
into the national media and to maintain the portal with ethnic minority 
information in Bulgaria – www.ethnos.bg. 
 

Organization / Project Topic Amount 

“Faculteta” Initiative 
Committee 

Roma New Year 
“Vasilitsa” 

313 

Center for Interethnic 
Dialogue and Tolerance 

Creating of Favorable 
Environment for 
Integration of Roma 
Children from Dryanovo 
in Ethnically Mixed 
Classes 

3 594 

Rali International Training of Young Roma 
Leaders 

8 119 

ALFA Research Survey: Consumer 
Protection to the 
Various Specific Social 
Groups 

7 436 

Daniela Mihaylova 
Mihaylova 

Elaboration of concept 
framework for new 
measures for protection 
of specific groups of 
vulnerable consumers 

2 750 

Producer Company 
“SOFIA FILM” OOD 

Creating of a 
documentary film with 
working title 
“Integrated” 

3 677 

Roma Youth 
Organization 

Exhibition: Dreams of the 
People 

3 443 

“ICenters” Association Creating of a model for 
development of skills 
and competences of 
representatives of the 
Roma community on 
the basis of modern 
information and 
communication 
technologies 

8 000 

“Interspace” 
Association 

Roma People and 
Internet Blogs 

6 762 

“Initiative for Equal 
Opportunities” Non-
Profit Association 

Improvement of the 
Housing Policy, Relating 
to the Roma People in 

4 788 



Compliance with the 
Community Priorities 

“Amalipe Friendship” 
Foundation 

Theatre performance 
“For a Better World 
without Violence” 

1 585 

“Info Space” 
Foundation 

Alternatives of the 
Roma Policies 

7 000 

“Kham Sun” Foundation Documentary film: “Can 
We Be Like Them” 

2 337 

“Roma Bureau” 
Foundation, Montana 

Bureau for social 
services, Valchedram 
Municipality 

2 753 

“Sham” Foundation International Youth 
Festival, Antalia, Turkey 

1 032 

“Europrojects Point” 
EAD 

Creating of a concept 
framework for new 
measures for protection 
of specific groups of 
vulnerable consumers  

6 200 

OWN PROJECTS 

 Building of positive 
public attitudes, 
concerning the policies 
for integration of Roma 
people through 
partnership with the 
media 

288 

 Pilot internship program 
for young Roma people 
to the National 
Assembly, jointly with 
the National 
Democratic Institute of 
USA in Bulgaria 

4 083 

 The price of Roma 
inclusion – evaluation of 
public finance against 
the price of non-
integration 

2 475 

 Maintenance of Ethnos 
web portal 

2 769 

 
 
 
 
 



10. INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

 

International Educational Programs 

Organization / Project Topic Amount 

“Step by Step” 
Foundation 

Improvement of the 
Access to Qualitative 
Education and Support 
of the Roma 
Desegregation Process 

20 000 

“Debates” National 
Association 

 12 900 

Ana Todorova 
Boyadzhieva 

Master’s Program in 
Economy and Social 
History 

859 

Andreyana Asenova 
Ivanova 

Master’s Program 
“Women’s Studies and 
Policies” 

858 

Aneliya Yordanova 
Kuzmanova 

Master’s Program 
“Studies in the Region of 
Central and Eastern 
Europe” 

809 

Bozhil Petrov Hristov Master’s Program in 
General Linguistics and 
Comparative Philology 

859 

Vasil Paraskevov Vasilev Bulgarian – British 
Relations 1947 - 1989 

422 

Vesela Nikolaycheva 
Mangeyna 

Master’s Program in 
International Political 
Economy 

869 

Denitsa Krasimirova 
Hazarbasanova 

Master’s Program in 
Management 

532 

Desislava Hristova 
Hristova 

The Role of PHARE 
Program as a Pre-
Accession Instrument for 
the Development of the 
Civil Society in Bulgaria 

856 

Doroteya Veselinova 
Angelova 

The Possible and the 
Impossible Worlds: 
Logical, Epistemological 
and Ontological 
Perspectives 

445 

Elitsa Kuzdova Dimitrova Changes in the 
Structure of the Family 
and Household in 
Bulgaria /1886 – 1944/ 

416 

Iliyana Angelova Development of a 399 



Angelova lecture course on the 
tribal Christianity in 
North-Eastern India 

Lyuben Dimitrov 
Goranov 

Master’s Program 
“Biological Diversity: 
Protection and 
Management” 

766 

Martin Nikolaev 
Osikovski 

Ecclesiastic Doctrine: 
Political and Theological 
Aspects 

563 

Milena Ivanova 
Kremakova 

TOEFL Language Test / 
Master's Program in 
Philosophy 

145 

Ognyan Borisov 
Kovachev 

Analogies between 
Artistic and Film 
Techniques 

395 

Petya Ivanova Popova Master’s Program in 
Political Science 

814 

Reneta Vankova 
Bozhankova 

Cyber Culture and 
Electronic Literature 

411 

Stoyan Svetoslavov 
Slavchev 

Master’s Program 
“Studies in the Region of 
Central and Eastern 
Europe” 

804 

Temenuzhka Minkova 
Seizova - Nankova 

Possessive Constructions 
and the Category of 
Reflection in English and 
Bulgarian 

522 

Participation in the preparatory meeting for orientation for one-year training 

of students in the USA /Undergraduate Exchange Program/ 

Darina Orlinova Lulcheva 365 

Dian Teodorov Dermendzhiev 265 

Dimitar Andonov Filadov 365 

Elitsa Nikolaeva Stoeva 461 

Konstantina Vasileva Vasileva 529 

Kristina Yurina Dzhadzharova 265 

Lilya Danielova Yakova 414 

Magdelena Zhivkova Ilieva 265 

Petko Krasimirov Grozdanov 365 

Yana Lyubomirova Lukanova 365 

Yanina Stoyanova Palkova 265 

 
 
 

I, the undersigned Lilyana Nikolaeva Vachkova, hereby certify the 

correctness of the translation from Bulgarian into English of the above 



document – 2007 Annual Report. The translation consists of 39 (thirty-nine) 

pages. 
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