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MISSION  
 
 
 
 
 

To develop and support the values and practices of the open society in Bulgaria 
- 
 

To support the democratization of the public life  
- 
 

To work for the extension and guaranteeing of civil freedoms 
 
- 
 

To support the strengthening of civil sector institutions  
-  
 

To support the European integration and regional cooperation of Bulgaria  
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1. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

 

In 2013, on a background of civic engagement in Bulgaria without precedent over the past 
decade, Open Society Institute – Sofia supported and implemented initiatives aimed at 
reinforcing and developing the non-governmental sector in the country, increasing the civic 
participation in the formation of evidence-based public policies, higher transparency and 
accountability of the institutions and higher quality of the democratic process, upholding the 
principles of the rule of law and human rights protection, ensuring environment for social 
integration of Roma people and other disadvantaged groups, fostering social solidarity and 
Bulgaria's full participation in the process of formulation of common European policies. 

As in previous years, the Institute was engaged in the implementation of two types of 
activities: provision of aid and implementation of operational projects.  

As Fund Operator of the NGO Programme in Bulgaria under the EEA Financial Mechanism (in 
partnership with the Workshop for Civic Initiatives Foundation), the Institute organized, on a 
call principle, the provision of financial support for NGO projects in four fields: democracy, 
human rights, and good governance; social inclusion and empowerment of vulnerable 
groups; sustainable development and protection of the environment; capacity building for 
NGOs. In addition, with funds under other of its programmes, the Institute supported civic 
initiatives and projects aimed at improving the humanitarian situation of the Syrian refugees, 
Roma integration, improving the access to education, and stimulation of public debate on 
topics of key importance to the democratic society.     

Through operational projects, the Institute continued implementing research, advocacy, and 
monitoring initiatives in the fields of education, justice, human rights, integration of 
disadvantaged groups, social attitudes to democracy functioning, and the condition of public 
policies and reforms. The Institute paid special attention to the social attitudes towards hate 
speech and the policies for restriction of its use in society. 

A total of 136 projects were realized within the period under review, 97 of which were 
funded by non-governmental organizations and 39 were operational projects implemented 
directly by the Institute. 17 trainees and grant holders of Roma origin were supported and 
other 275 grant holders were supported under programmes of the Open Society network 
that are administered by the Institute. The total costs of the Institute for its activity in 2013 
amounted to 2.5 million EUR against 1.5 million EUR in 2012.   
 
The Institute continued its activity in four main priorities: good governance, rule of law and 
human rights, European policies and civic participation. The activity of the Institute was 
implemented through the following programmes: European Policies; Governance and Public 
Policies; Public Debate; Legal Programme; Roma Programme; and NGO Programme.  

During the year, the Institute extended the scope of its services as part of its efforts to 
ensure long-term sustainable development.  
 
Georgi Stoychev  
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Executive Director  
 
 

2. FINANCIAL PROFILE  
  

I. Revenues 
  

The revenues from grant funding in 2013 amount to 1 702 thousand EUR against 3 949 
thousand EUR in 2012.    
 
 

 
Fig. 1. Revenues from grant funding 2009-2013 in thousand EUR 

 
In 2012, Open Society Institute – Sofia was elected a Fund Operator of the NGO Programme in 
Bulgaria for the period 2012-2016, which programme is funded by the Financial Mechanism of the 
European Economic Area 2009-2014 (EEA FM) with a budget amounting to 11.8 million EUR. In 2013, 
the recognized revenues from EEA FM amounted to 998 thousand EUR against 25 thousand EUR in 
2012. 

 
In 2013, the recognized revenues from the Open Society network  
amounted to 490 thousand EUR from the following donor institutions: 
 
Open Society Institute – New York                                   7 thousand EUR 
Foundation to Promote Open Society – New York                                         5 thousand EUR 
Open Society Institute – Budapest                                      316 thousand EUR 

Open Society Institute – Zug  162 thousand EUR 

 
As a comparison, the revenues from the Open Society network in 2012 were 3 629 thousand 
EUR and included also a one-off donation of 2 666 thousand EUR, which was provided in 
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support of the Institute's statutory purposes and its institutional development as an 
independent and stable public benefit organization. 

In 2013, the programme scheme Project Generation Facility – Maximum Benefits for Roma 
Inclusion from the European Union Structural Funds was continued with funding from Open 
Society Institute – Budapest, the amount of recognized revenues for 2013 being 265 
thousand EUR. 
 
In 2013, the programme activities realized with funding from other donors were to the value 
of 214 thousand EUR against 295 thousand EUR in 2012. 
 

Donor Name of the project 

Funding in thousand 
EUR 

Total 

including 
such 

appropriated 
in 2013 

South East Europe Transnational 
Cooperation Programme 2007-
2013   

Effective Programmes for the Active 
Integration / Inclusion of the Roma in 
South East Europe / PAIRS  

163 61 

America for Bulgaria Foundation 

Bridge to Business - traineeship 
programme for young Roma people in 
the private sector and Roma Health Care 
Scholarships  

290 37 

Other donors   116 116 

  Total 569 214 

 
Revenues from management of Reserve Fund 
The interests realized in 2013 were 274 thousand EUR; at the end of 2013, the deposited 
funds amounted to 7.2 million EUR.  
 
Economic activity 
In 2013, OSI–Sofia realized revenues from economic activity in the amount of 521 thousand EUR 
from the following activities: 
Management of the NGO Programme in Bulgaria financed by EEA FM  262 thousand EUR 
Administration of activities of Open Society Institute Europe     221 thousand EUR 
Social survey in partnership with the World Bank      37 thousand EUR 
Other activities                 1000 EUR  
 
As a comparison, the revenues realized in 2012 were 49 thousand EUR. 
 
Net assets  
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At the end of 2013, the amount of the net assets remained 8.4 million EUR. The balance of 
the Institute as at December 31, 2013 contains buildings and plots to the value of 386 
thousand EUR and investments in subsidiaries to the value of 491 thousand EUR.  
The Institute has an office in 56 Solunska St., which has 35 computerized work stations and 2 
halls for working meetings. 
 
II. Expenditures 
In 2013, the total amount of the operational expenses amounted to 2.5 million EUR against 
1.5 million EUR in 2012.  
 
The total value of the projects funded is 1.8 million EUR against 1.3 million EUR in 2012, 
respectively 2.7 million EUR in 2011, 3.1 million EUR in 2010, and 1.7 million EUR in 2009.   
 
Amount of the programme expenses 2009-2013 in thousand EUR 

Programme field 

2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 

in 
thousand 

EUR Share   Expenses in thousand EUR 

NGO Programme in Bulgaria 997 54.2% 32       

Emergency Fund 26 1.4% 79 658 1 099   

Governance and Public Policies 389 21.2% 296 608 576 528 

European Policies 47 2.6% 152 377 333 417 

Legal Programme 62 3.4% 61 185 232 184 

Public Debate 58 3.2% 45 96 161 106 

Roma 254 13.8% 398 458 277 203 

Education and Youth Programmes 5 0.3% 8 64 26 35 

Public Health Care     16 23 1 14 

East-East     118 135 233 65 

Other     120 125 130 138 

Total 1 838 100% 1 325 2 729 3 068 1 690 

 
The projects realized in 2013 were 136, 97 of which were funded by organizations and 39 
projects were realized by the Open Society Institute.  Support was provided for 17 trainees 
and scholarship holders of Roma origins. The scholarship holders supported under 
programmes of the Open Society network outside the budget of the Foundation were 275. 
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Programme field 

Number of 
projects including projects of 

Total Organizations Open Society Institute 

NGO Programme in Bulgaria 76 76 
 

Governance and Public Policies 23 13 10 

European Policies  5 
 

5 

Legal Programme 8 
 

8 

Public Debate 7 4 3 

Roma 11 
 

11 

Emergency Fund 4 4 
 

Education and Youth Programmes 2 
 

2 

Total 136 97 39 

Trainees and scholarship holders of 
Roma origin  17     

Total 153     

 
OSI–Sofia financed, from its own reserve, activities to the total value of 279 thousand EUR. 
In 2013, the expenses of the Institute exceeded its revenues by 13 thousand EUR. 
 
The administrative expenses amounted to EUR 193 thousand - 7.7 % of the total volume of 
expenses. The expenses for economic activity in 2013 amounted to 521 thousand EUR. 
 
The programme activity is carried out on the basis of combination of the efforts of the staff 
(the Institute has 25 employees), in partnership with broad expert communities.  
 
 
 
III. Reporting and control 
The financial reporting is performed in compliance with the Bulgarian accounting legislation, 
the International Financial Reporting Standards, as well as the established standards and 
requirements of the donor organizations. 
 
The functional currency used for the accounting purposes of the Open Society Institute – 
Sofia is EUR. The financial statements are audited by an internationally recognized auditing 
company, which, in the period 2008-2013, was KPMG - Bulgaria.  
 
Open Society Institute is registered as a non-profit organization and its annual reports are 
disclosed to the public. 
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At the end of 2011, the Open Society Institute introduced in its activity the quality standards 
ISO 9001. 
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3. NGO PROGRAMME IN BULGARIA UNDER THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA FINANCIAL 
MECHANISM 2009-2014 
 
 
NGO Programme in Bulgaria under the European Economic Area (EEA) Financial 
Mechanism 2009-2014 - www.ngogrants.bg; www.facebook.com/ngogrants.bg  
 
Since 2012 OSI – Sofia, jointly with the Workshop for Civic Initiatives Foundations, has been the Fund 
Operator of the NGO Programme in Bulgaria under the FM of the EEA. The programme is worth 
nearly 11.8 million EUR in total, which are provided by the donor states Iceland, Liechtenstein and 
Norway. The programme provides funding to eligible non-governmental organizations registered in 
Bulgaria, and aims at fostering the development of the civil sector and its contribution to social 
justice, democracy and sustainable development of the country. The Programme envisages three 
calls for project proposals in four thematic fields: democracy, human rights, and good governance; 
social inclusion and empowerment of vulnerable groups; sustainable development and protection of 
the environment; capacity building for NGOs. 
 
In 2013, the first call under the Programme was conducted and it placed strong emphasis on 
problems such as: discrimination, racism, xenophobia, homophobia, anti-Semitism, intolerance, hate 
speech, crimes caused by hatred, gender-based violence. The call was announced on February 1, 
2013 and the deadline for submission of call proposals was April 1, 2013.  A total of 559 project 
proposals were submitted within the call.  
 
By the end of 2013, funding was provided to 14 out of all 37 micro projects (with funding up to 5000 
EUR) that were submitted, and the number of the small projects (with funding up to 20 000 EUR) 
financed was 581 out of 216 submitted. The micro and small projects financed within the first call 
were to the total value of 988 668 EUR, 27.28% of which were allocated to projects related to Roma 
inclusion and 37.22% – to projects targeted at children and youths. The contracting of the medium 
and large projects approved within the first call under the Programme was scheduled for the 
beginning of 2014. 
 
Of all 6 applications for grant funding for development of a project idea with partners from the donor 
states (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway), 5 were approved to a total value of 5 485 EUR.  
 
Over 700 people, representatives of non-governmental organizations from across the country, took 
part in the information days organized under the Programme in February 2013. The meetings were 
held in cities in each of the six planning regions in Bulgaria – Vratsa, Plovdiv, Veliko Tarnovo, Varna, 
Burgas, and Sofia. 
 
Within the Second Annual Meeting under the Programme, a conference called "Hate Speech and the 
Role of Civil Society" was held on November 28, 2013. More than 150 people participated in the 
meeting, among them representatives of the EEA Financial Mechanism Office, international, state, 
and non-governmental organizations committed to the topic, representatives of operators of the 
NGO Programme under the EEA Financial Mechanism in other countries, as well as media 
representatives. The conference outlined the challenges arising from hate speech, reviewed the 
institutional policies and practices for restriction of hate speech, and presented the role of the civil 
society in the combat against hate speech. 
 

                                                 
1
 As at December 31, 2013, the number of the concluded contracts for grant funding was 57. 

http://www.ngogrants.bg/
http://www.facebook.com/ngogrants.bg
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On November 29, 2013, Sofia hosted also the Second International Workshop for Promotion of 
Partnership between NGOs from Bulgaria, Norway, and Iceland. The participants in the seminar were 
55 representatives of organizations from Bulgaria and 6 representatives of the donor states. The 
seminar was organized as part of the Annual Meeting for Sharing Good Practices on Partnership 
Development between Bulgarian NGOs and Organizations from the Donor States. In order to 
facilitate the establishment of contact between the Bulgarian NGOs and the organizations from the 
donor states, the Fund Operator developed a specialized database with contacts of non-
governmental organizations interested in submitting projects in partnership 
(http://ngogrants.bg/public/portfolios/partners.cfm?id=17). 
 
At the end of 2013, OSI began also the preparations for the second call for project proposals under 
the Programme. 

 

 

3. NGO PROGRAMME IN BULGARIA UNDER THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA FINANCIAL 

MECHANISM 2009-2014 

   

Grant funding for development of a project idea with partners from the donor states (Iceland, 

Liechtenstein, Norway) 

   
Organization Amount 

Junior Achievement Bulgaria Foundation € 983 

National Association Bulgarian Heritage € 1 500 

European Foundation for International Cooperation Light, Education, Knowledge € 442 

Law Researches Centre € 1 061 

Community Centre Future Now 2006 € 1 500 

 

  

  

3.2.Thematic area "Democracy, human rights, and good governance" 

   

3.2.1.Thematic priority "Democratic values, including human rights, promoted" 

    

Organization Topic Amount 

Association for Development of 

Children and Young People in Vratsa 
The world is for everybody  € 4 406 

Kubera Association Online antidiscrimination help centre € 10 693 

Demetra Association 

Promoting voluntary activities and initiatives on 

the topics of human rights, discrimination, 

xenophobia, and hate speech among youths 

aged 13-18 

€ 12 711 

http://ngogrants.bg/public/portfolios/partners.cfm?id=17
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Refugees and Migrants Association 

Monitoring of the administrative and criminal 

court cases of refugees seeking asylum in the 

Republic of Bulgaria  

€ 16 158 

De Pasarel Bulgaria Foundation  
Human rights and quality of life for people with 

disabilities 
€ 16 573 

A25 Cultural Foundation Cultural "adequation" € 17 217 

Parallel Silistra Association 

"Different Kids – Equal Rights" - Promoting 

respect for the rights of the child through 

development and application of a pilot model 

for interactive educational activities on the 

rights of the child in mixed multi-ethnic groups 

from rural areas  

€ 17 874 

Alzheimer Bulgaria Association 
Let us hear the voice of people with dementia. 

Their voice is important 
€ 17 822 

Darik Foundation 

"Do They Have Someone to Love Them": weekly 

anti-discrimination programme on Darik Radio 

and radio internships for Roma 

€ 18 346 

Centre for European and International 

Studies 
Choose to Participate € 18 450 

Centre for Legal Aid – Voice in 

Bulgaria 

Monitoring of the procedure for identification 

of vulnerable groups of asylum seekers in the 

Republic of  Bulgaria and the application of a 

Questionnaire for identification of asylum 

seekers with traumatic experience 

€ 19 309 

Drom Organization  Equal rights for the Roma € 19 522 

   
   
3.2.2. Thematic priority "Active citizenship fostered" 

    

Organization Topic Amount 

Bouersachs Foundation Active citizenship - the Bauersachs approach € 8 593 

SMART Foundation Key Academy € 15 618 

Samaritans Association Volunteers for a CAUSE! € 15 646 

Div Roshkov Association 
Project for urban renovation with youth 

participation - SCAN 
€ 16 120 

Info Space Foundation 
Effective ways of civic participation in decision-

making processes and governance control 
€ 16 630 
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Green School Village Association 

Make a school: development of a model of a 

contemporary Bulgarian school with civil 

participation 

€ 17 551 

Business Development and Support 

Centre 
Let's give the floor to youths! € 18 585 

   
   

3.2.3.Thematic priority "Increased involvement of NGOs in policy and decision-making 

processes with local, regional, and national governments" 

    

Organization Topic Amount 

Community Centre Lyuben Karavelov-

1897 
People have a say € 4 683 

Institute for Public Environment 

Development 

Impact assessment of the Electoral Code and 

advocacy for change in the electoral rules 
€ 8 089 

LIDER – Local Initiatives for 

Development and Equal Rights 

Co-operation for implementation of local 

policies in the sphere of Roma integration 
€ 15 107 

Open Society Club – Stara Zagora Community of citizens and poets € 18 725 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.Thematic area "Social inclusion and empowerment of vulnerable groups" 

   

3.3.1.Thematic priority "Empowerment of vulnerable groups" 

      

Organization Topic Amount 

United Professionals for Sustainable 

Development Association 
For a better future € 4 132 

Association of People with Disabilities 

from Kyustendil Municipality "Kurazh"  

Computer classes for people with disabilities - 

Creating a website society within the target 

group 

€ 4 484 

Nature and Health for Bulgaria 

Awareness campaign for early diagnostics and 

prevention of anorexia and bulimia nervosa and 

other nutrition disorders  

€ 4 999 

Equal Opportunities Initiative 

Association 
Let us become active citizens and consumers € 15 997 

Education for Democracy Center 
Coalition for citizens participation of vulnerable 

groups 
€ 17 665 
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Roma Academy for Culture and 

Education 

Roma advocacy teams - educated and 

empowered 
€ 17 746 

Diverse and Equal Association 

The vulnerable empowered: training of health 

mediators and assistant teachers of Roma origin 

in more efficient performance of their functions 

via methodology of the ROMED Programme of 

the European Commission and the Council of 

Europe 

€ 18 000 

Mental Equilibrium Association Together we can achieve more € 18 395 

Gender Project for Bulgaria 

Foundation 

Support for empowerment of women from rural 

regions of Northwest Bulgaria 
€ 18 692 

Liberal Alternative for Roma Civil 

Unification – LARGO Association 

Establishment of a Roma community council in 

Iztok residential area of the town of Kyustendil 
€ 18 872 

Youth Club Roma –  Stolipinovo 1996  

Creating a network of youth initiative groups in 

vulnerable ethnic communities from Plovdiv and 

the district of Plovdiv 

€ 19 974 

H&D Gender Perspectives Foundation Let's solve our problems together € 20 000 

   
   

3.3.2.Thematic priority "Provision of welfare and basic services to target groups increased" 

   
Organization Topic Amount 

Milosardie-01-Yambol Association 

Support me on time – early diagnostics and 

prevention for children with developmental 

problems 

€ 4 452 

Ahuri Association 

Empowerment for mutual aid and self-help for 

prevention against the stress and social isolation 

of people at risk of poverty, visually impaired 

people, and people with disabilities – 

information and publicity of their achievements 

€ 4 490 

International Council of Cultural 

Centers 
Bread for social change € 11 644 

Hope for Us – 2008  

Programme for bridging over the psycho-

emotional deficits among children placed in 

institutions (aged 7-12) 

€ 13 973 

First of June Association Centre for social inclusion € 16 248 

Alpha and Omega Alternative 

Foundation 

Building a school resource centre to support the 

educational integration of children with 

disabilities 

€ 18 886 

Cancer Patients and Friends 

Association 
Patient information centre € 19 034 
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Financial Literacy Initiative Foundation 
My life, my finances – Financial literacy youth 

programme 
€ 19 929 

 

 

 

  

   
3.4.Thematic area "Sustainable development and protection of the environment" 

   

3.4.Thematic priority "Increased contribution to sustainable development achieved" 

   

Organization Topic Amount 

Orenda Foundation My contribution to the surroundings I live in! € 4 448 

International Association Sustainable 

Development 

Building a peer network for sustainable 

development and protection of the 

environment (SDPE) in the North-East planning 

region 

€ 15 512 

Flower Foundation Chestnut mission € 15 291 

European Centre for Ecological and 

Cultural Tourism Bulgaria 
Children for green future  € 15 822 

National Students Eco Parliament Youth for sustainable development € 15 960 

Nature School Foundation – Vlahi School for sustainable future € 16 548 

REGION.BG Foundation 

SREDNOGORIE 2020 (Civil monitoring of the 

plans for development of the municipalities of 

Pirdop, Zlatitsa, Koprivshtitsa, Mirkovo, 

Chelopech, Chavdar, and Anton in partnership 

with companies from the region) 

€ 17 803 

Association of Parks in Bulgaria 
Protected areas archive in support of 

environment management and protection 
€ 19 386 

Forum Urban Alternatives Foundation 

WIND IS WORKING – Evaluation of the potential 

for power generation from small wind 

generators in 3 municipalities 

€ 19 532 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3.5.Thematic area "Capacity building for NGOs"  
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3.5.1.Thematic priority "Strengthened capacity of NGOs and an enabling environment for the 

sector promoted" 

   
Organization Topic Amount 

Foundation For Mental Health and 

Social Realization 
For successful beginning € 3 181 

Future for Us Association 

Increasing the financial sustainability and 

capacity building for NGOs by establishing a 

mechanism for the implementation of local 

initiatives in partnership with local authorities 

€ 3 774 

Parents Association of Children with 

Dyslexia – Accessible World 
Grow in experience € 4 884 

Initiative for Social Integration 

Foundation 

Capacity building for Initiative for Social 

Integration Foundation for financial and 

organizational sustainability 

€ 8 593 

Horizonti Foundation Active involvement in the information society € 9 836 

Groove Atelier Foundation 

"Art improvisations + specific knowledge" – 

Know-how for parallel development of 

management and creative capacity of NGO 

€ 11 620 

Infinite Opportunities Association 

Youth network for quality, sustainability, 

knowledge, and representation of youth work in 

Bulgaria 

€ 12 073 

Programme for the Development of 

the Judicial System Association 

UTRE – Incentive for enduring development and 

unity 
€ 17 097 

Nature School Foundation – Vlahi Living school – sustainable in nature and online € 17 894 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3.5.2. Thematic priority "Advocacy and watchdog developed" 

   
Organization Topic Amount 

Victoria-04 Association 
Life skills for people with special needs and for 

their parents 
€ 4 450 

Roma Academy for Culture and 

Education 
More transparent! More visible! More solvable! € 8 515 
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Alternatives Association 

Strengthening the capacity of NGOs in the 

region of Burgas for monitoring of social 

services in the community 

€ 9 129 

ICOMOS Bulgaria 
Capacity building for monitoring and 

communication in heritage protection 
€ 15 613 

Institute for Regional and 

International Studies 

Strategic planning and dedicated advocacy 

campaigns: Key instruments for organizational 

capacity building in civil society organizations 

€ 18 047 

 

 

 

  

3.5.3.Thematic priority "Developed networks and coalitions of NGOs working in partnership" 

   
Organization Topic Amount 

Association of NGOs in Thrace Region Transborder partnership € 4 735 

Mothers against Drugs Association Together against drugs € 4 948 

Habitat for Humanity Bulgaria 
"Decent home" – establishing coalition for 

fighting poverty housing 
€ 12 511 

Bike Evolution Association National cycling network € 13 496 

The Fire of Orpheus Foundation Creative Sparks youth academy € 16 880 
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4. EUROPEAN POLICIES PROGRAMME 
 
As a new EU Member State, Bulgaria shares a number of common challenges with the countries of 
the fifth enlargement in Central and Eastern Europe. These ensue from their common historic destiny 
in the second half of the ХХ century, the lower economic development in comparison to the older 
Member States, and the lower level of integration into the European structures. There are concerns 
that in the conditions of a global economic crisis such differences, as well as the inherited prejudice, 
might aggravate and lead to a less open and more fragmented European Union, dominated by the 
processes of re-nationalization of key policies.  
 
In 2013 the EU grew by accepting a new Member State – Croatia, but the enlargement process as a 
whole is at a standstill. The economic crisis in Europe started subsiding, but there were signs of an 
evolving political crisis, constituted in growing Euro-scepticism and populism, especially before the 
European parliamentary elections in May 2014.  
 
Meanwhile, more than six years after the accession, Bulgaria is facing a number of specific 
challenges, related to its ability to counteract efficiently to the organized crime and corruption, the 
lack of administrative capacity for appropriation of EU funds and for full participation, based on equal 
rights, in the process of decision-making at European level, as well as a number of deficiencies in the 
functioning democracy, which are challenges also for the open society in the country.  
  
On such background, the role of the European Policies Programme is to support the full integration 
of Bulgaria into the EU, and to strengthen the capacity of the Bulgarian institutions and citizens to 
apply the common European policies and to participate in their formation.  
  
The programme combines research and analytical approaches with monitoring and advocacy 
activities.  
  
Through the European Policies Initiative, the programme establishes and develops contacts with 
research institutes and experts with similar goals in the EU, especially in the new Member States 
from CEE, as well as in the countries included in the neighbourhood policy and the Western Balkans.  
 
The main goals of the programme are:  

 greater "openness" of particular existing EU policies (visa policy, labour markets policy, 

enlargement policy)  

 greater relevance of the common policies to the specific needs of the new Member States 

(economic policies, catching-up policies)  

 more active civic participation and more efficient use of the potential of the non-

governmental sector in CEE, created in the years of transition, in the process of formation of 

European policies.  

 

The European Catch-Up Index within the European Policies Programme was continued also 
in 2013 and it turned out to be one of the major projects under the Programme. The project 
registered to what degree the Member States from Central and Eastern Europe had "caught 
up" with the older Member States in terms of Economy, Quality of Life, Democracy, and 
Good Governance. A special internet-based and highly interactive platform of the Catch-Up 
Index was developed - www.TheCatchUpIndex.eu, which provides every user with the 
opportunity to make up "their own index" on the basis of entered data and the possibilities 
of the platform with graphical representation.  
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The said index served as a basis for preparation of analytical reports – by states and 
categories – giving recommendations for development of policies aimed to overcome the 
negative differences and of a successful "catch-up" process, which were included in the main 
report "What Did the Crisis Do to Europe?" (available in English on the websites 
www.eupi.eu and www.thecatchupindex.eu). The Index served as a basis for the preparation 
of policy briefs, which were posted on the website www.eupi.eu , and in "Politiki" at 
www.politiki.bg in the form of articles in Bulgarian, as well as publications and interviews in 
national and international mass media. The collection and analysis of data for 35 countries 
by 47 basic indicators continued in 2013 for the next issue of the Catch-Up Index, which was 
scheduled for the beginning of 2014.  
 
In 2013, the issuance of policy briefs continued. They were focused on significant topics and 
events related to the European integration of the new Member Stated from CEE and EU. 
They were published on the website www.eupi.eu and on other websites, as well as sent via 
e-mail to over 2500 recipients.  
 
The topics of the analytical reports included also issues concerning the migration within the 
EU, with the emphasis being placed on the Bulgarian citizens in other Member States, public 
opinion and trust in the EU and its institutions, justice and internal affairs, problems of the 
civic participation at national and European level.  
 
OSI–Sofia participated also in the meetings of the Council for Public Consultations at the 
Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the European Funds at the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria as part of the civic contribution to the process of 
programming the EU funds and regional planning for the period 2014-2020 and the 
formation of European policies.  

 

4. European Policies and Civic Participation 
Own projects   

Topic Amount 

Catch-up Index  € 1 4318 

Policy briefs (short analytical materials) € 4795 
Participation of Bulgarian citizens in the programming of the EU 
funds and regional planning for 2014-2020 and civic contribution to 
the formation of European policies 

€ 4125 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.eupi.eu/
http://www.thecatchupindex.eu/
http://www.eupi.eu/
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5. GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC POLICIES PROGRAMME 
 
In 2013, the Governance and Public Policies Programme paid special attention to: reforms of 
education and public health care; implementation of the Project Generation Facility (PGF), 
which is part of the initiative of Open Society Institute in Budapest under the motto 
"Enhancing the Roma inclusion through capacity building for maximum implementation of 
EU funds"; promotion of municipal policies for Roma integration within the initiative for 
effective local Roma integration (MERI). In 2013, the Governance and Public Policies 
Programme realized also projects in collaboration with a number of partners, among which 
an important role is played by international organizations such as the World Bank, local 
NGOs, the Ministry of Education and Science, the Ministry of Finance, the Early Childhood 
Programme of the Open Society Foundations based in London, the World Health 
Organization, Eurocities, the National Association of Municipalities in the Republic of 
Bulgaria (NAMRB), and others. 

 

Monitoring of crisis and poverty – macroeconomic, political, and social risks 

In 2013, the Governance and Public Policies Programme continued its traditional initiative 
Macro Watch for monitoring of the economy and the public budgets. The emphasis was 
placed on the monitoring of the crisis and poverty so as to arouse awareness about the main 
macroeconomic, political, and social risks. Analyses of the economic policy and of the social 
policy, as well as of the condition of the Bulgarian economy, were discussed at a number of 
public debates and have been published in the electronic edition www.politki.bg of OSI–
Sofia, as well as in the mass media. At the beginning of the year, the experts of Macro Watch 
completed the preparation of a report:  "Variants of Economic Policy: Advantages and 
Disadvantages", which was published after the parliamentary elections in 2013 and sent to 
the major political parties, political leaders, ministers and MPs, and given also to the prime 
minister and to the minister of finance. The report presented various alternatives for policies 
and reforms in key sectors such as education, labour market, investments and business 
environment, public expenses and public services. 

 

Health care: Series of analyses related to key directions of the health care policies 

In the course of the monitoring of key problems of the Bulgarian health care system, the 
Governance and Public Policies Programme prepared, jointly with the European Health 
Observatory, a short analysis of the problems concerning the mobility of medical specialists 
and the effects for Bulgaria. The overview of the policies of the European countries in 
response to those problems is expected to be officially presented at the beginning of 2014.   

 

 

Measuring the quality of higher education in Bulgaria 

In 2013, the Governance and Public Policies Programme continued its activities on studying 
the quality of higher education. Most efforts were made for update of the methodology of 
the Ranking System of the Universities in Bulgaria and for enhancement of the functionalities 
of its web platform. A series of analyses and studies were conducted among all stakeholders 



 
 

22 

in the process – students, employers, teachers, and administrators at the universities. These 
efforts resulted in development of a third edition of the Ranking System of the Universities 
in Bulgaria (http://rsvu.mon.bg/) in connection with the implementation of a project of the 
Ministry of Education and Science. The System was presented to the public by experts of the 
Governance and Public Policies Programme at the beginning of 2014. The relevant analyses 
and information in it were published in issue 01/14 of the electronic edition "Politiki". 

 

Development of a management system for effective vocational education 

In partnership with Sirma Group and AdminSoft, the Governance and Public Policies 
Programme participated in the development of a system for management of vocational 
education at the request of the Ministry of Education and Science. A social survey was 
prepared and conducted last year among students, parents, employers, and representatives 
of vocational schools and it identified the expectations and problems related to the 
development of the vocational education in the country.  

 

Dialogue for a new public agreement for pre-school and school education in Bulgaria 

The activities for development of the existing Active Teaching clubs and expanding of the 
network of active teachers through integration of new participants in it continued in 2013 as 
well.  

The Active Teaching clubs in the municipalities of Veliko Tarnovo and Lyaskovets hosted a 
public discussion with the former Hungarian Minister of Education Balint Magyar on 
development of the educational reform in Bulgaria from the perspective of the Bulgarian 
teachers.  

The First National Festival of Active Teachers, held on September 13-14, 2013 in Veliko 
Tarnovo, had as participants 60 teachers from 8 clubs working according to the International 
Teacher Leadership (ITL) model of the Cambridge University – United Kingdom in the cities 
of Veliko Tarnovo, Vratsa, Varna, and Lyaskovets, as well as teachers from other schools 
interested in the approach. Mechanisms and instruments for professional development of 
the teachers, as well as ideas for development of the high education in Bulgaria were shared 
during the festival.  

 

Monitoring and support of the educational policies in Bulgaria 

In 2013, the experts of the Education Workshop of the Open Society Institute participated 
actively in the discussion of funding possibilities for strategic activities in implementation of 
the shared vision of educational reform during the new EU programme period (2014-2020) 
with the support of the Structural Funds of the Union and the national operational 
programmes. The team of the Institute continued also its participation in the processes of 
discussion of a new draft law on pre-school and school education. Jointly with Mr. Balint 
Magyar, the formation of a Discussion Group was initiated in 2013 – a group dedicated on 
the main normative amendments in the system of pre-school and school education and 
participants in it were MPs and experts supporting their work from the two biggest 
parliamentary groups at the 42nd National Assembly.  

http://rsvu.mon.bg/
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Application of the system approach for better educational results for workforce 
development in Bulgaria 

In partnership with the Expert Analyses Directorate General, the Governance and Public 
Policies Programme participates in the first for Bulgaria application of the World Bank 
instrument for evaluation and analysis of the development of workforce and vocational 
education and training (SABER-WfD). Information about the management of the system for 
vocational education and training was collected and analysed under the project; also there 
were interviews with representatives of key stakeholders. Two seminars were conducted 
with representatives of key institutions and stakeholders (the Ministry of Education and 
Science; the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy; the National Agency for Vocational 
Education and Training; representatives of syndicates and employers' organizations, etc.) in 
the field of vocational education and training. Presentations and projects for comparative 
analysis of the policies and an analytical report with recommendations were prepared and 
submitted for approval with the World Bank. 

 

Application of the system approach for better educational results for workforce 
development in Bulgaria 

In partnership with the Expert Analyses Directorate General, the Governance and Public 
Policies Programme participated in the application of the World Bank instrument for 
evaluation and analysis of the development of the policies on early child development 
(SABER-ECD). Within the initiative, an evaluation was made of the degree of development of 
the policies targeted at early childhood – health care, nutrition, education, social policy and 
protection, and there was a consultation about the formulation of policies.  

 

In 2013, the GPP Programme continued to support the initiatives of the sociological unit of 
OSI-Sofia for the granting of free access to data from the sociological studies conducted by 
the Institute (http://www.opendata.bg/) 

 

 

http://www.opendata.bg/
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5. GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC POLICIES PROGRAMME 
 

 

Own projects   

Topic Amount 

Monitoring of crisis and poverty – macroeconomic, political, and social risks € 18 181 

Conducting of an omnibus survey 2013 € 4 293 

Monitoring of the educational policies in Bulgaria € 14 511 

Health care Series of analyses related to key directions of the health care policies € 9 328 

Analysis of the costs and benefits of higher education € 1 412 

Dialogue for a new public agreement for pre-school and school education in 
Bulgaria € 3 414 

 

 

6. PROJECT GENERATION FACILITY AND MERI BULGARIA 

The Project Generation Facility (Facility, PGF) is part of the Programme "Maximum Benefits 
for Roma Inclusion from the European Union Structural Funds" (MTM2) of the Open Society 
Institute - Budapest. PGF is managed by the Open Society Institute - Sofia under the GPP 
Programme in consortium with 6 other organizations, divided according to regions - Centre 
for Interethnic Dialogue and Tolerance "Amalipe" – Veliko Tarnovo, Society "World without 
Borders" – Stara Zagora, Association "LARGO" – Kyustendil, Foundation "Roma" – Plovdiv, 
Society "New Way" – Hayredin, Vratsa Province, Integro Association – Razgrad. 

In 2013, the Facility continued consulting, free of charge, applicants to projects under the EU 
structural funds, working for the benefit of Roma communities, by giving them access to the 
same level and quality with regard to the design and of projects and opportunities for 
advocacy that the other applicants to the structural funds (SF) have. The consultation 
services were provided throughout the country to municipalities, schools, kindergartens, and 
non-governmental organizations. The consultation topics were in the fields of education, 
social services, and employment. In 2013, as a result of the work on the Facility, 12 projects 
were approved for funding to the total value of approximately 5 million BGN. 

During the past year, the Mentorship service was broadly applied for support of PGF 
beneficiaries that have already won projects, but have difficulties in the implementation, 
reporting, preparation of competitions under the Public Procurement Act.  

In 2013, PGF was focused also on capacity building for non-governmental sector 
representatives working in the field of Roma inclusion, through organization of trainings in 
the following spheres: "First steps in agriculture"; "Developing basic skills of NGOs working in 
the community, in South-West Bulgaria"; "Starting an own business"; "Business plan or 
business strategy /first steps/"; "Media presentation, website, social network, 
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communication with journalists"; "Developing business plan and business strategy – first 
steps"; "Project development"; "Methods and techniques of social work with vulnerable 
groups";  

"Increasing the employment rates in the Roma community in rural areas via application of 
EU funds". 

Two kinds of grants were provided within the framework of the Facility – refundable and 
non-refundable (up to 20 000 BGN). Under the non-refundable grants scheme, one contract 
for 9997 BGN was concluded, and under the refundable grants scheme – a total of six 
contracts were concluded to the total value of 190 153.75 BGN.  

 

Summary statistics for 2013 for the PGF  

 

Year Total 

Non-
funded 
project 

proposals 

Consultation 
discontinued 

or project 
not 

submitted 

Under 
consultation 

or 
examination 

Submitted 
project 

proposals 
waiting for 

examination 

Funded project 
proposals 

2013 56 17 15 1 10 12 

total = 4 966 074 BGN 

 

In 2013, the programme team continued performing activities for building and strengthening 
of the capacity of the local municipal administration under the MERI-Bulgaria initiative. MERI 
was developed in partnership of the National Association of Municipalities in the Republic of 
Bulgaria with the Open Society Institute – Sofia within the initiative Maximum Benefits for 
Roma Inclusion from the EU Structural Funds – Open Society Institute – Budapest. 
MERI promotes the partnership approach, the exchange of experience and good practices, 
collaboration between Bulgarian municipalities, and interaction with other European and 
international networks of local authorities (such as EUROCITIES), which share the mission 
and vision of MERI for equality-based Roma integration.  
At the end of 2013, the international MERI network included tens of municipalities from 5 
European countries – Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania, Slovenia, and the Czech Republic – and it 
is in the process of establishing partnerships with Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia, Montenegro, 
and Albania.  
As at the end of 2013, the MERI-Bulgaria network included 50 municipalities. Members of 
the Consultative Council of the network are respectful mayors, known for their efforts and 
for the results achieved in the field of equality-based Roma integration (Kavarna, Tundzha, 
Maglizh, Valchedram, Byala Slatina, and Lom).  
The main activities of MERI-Bulgaria include experience exchange with municipalities from 
Western Europe (Ghent, Belgium and Munich, Germany) in terms of the Roma educational 
integration, health care, employment, including through development of social economy and 
social entrepreneurship  and active labour mediation. 2013 was the beginning of exchange 
with Ghent Municipality, Belgium, for development of business plans for establishment of 
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social enterprises in 3 Bulgarian municipalities – Razgrad, Vetovo, and Kotel. Participants in 
the four exchange visits in 2013, within the international exchanges under MERI, were 20 
foreign experts, representatives of the local authorities in Ghent and Munich and 30 
municipal experts from the municipalities of Pazardzhik, Razgrad, Sevlievo, Omurtag, Vetovo, 
and Kotel, as well as many representatives of partner institutions and organizations of the 
municipalities.  
Over 130 employees of the Bulgarian municipal administration, units, and structures 
providing basic services (schools, kindergartens, etc.) passed successfully, within the training 
programme of MERI, 2 remote courses on Roma housing and education, and this number is 
expected to be doubled in 2014 in four new training modules.  
In 2013, educational visits were organized for 30 municipal representatives. They visited two 
Bulgarian municipalities whose experience in the field of Roma integration is internationally 
recognized – Kavarna (comprehensive policy on Roma integration) and Tundzha (educational 
integration).  
The draft of the development strategy of MERI, which was prepared in 2013, provides for 
exchange focused on the policies for early Roma inclusion – at the stage of early childhood 
development – and the construction of social housing. 
The identified good practices in the field of Roma integration are published on the project-
dedicated website (www.logincee.org). At present it contains over 100 cases from more than 
10 European countries. In addition, updated information from various sources on Roma 
issues is published via the Facebook page of the Bulgarian MERI network 
(https://www.facebook.com/MeriBulgaria). 
 

6.1. Partner organizations within the initiative "Maximum Benefits for Roma Inclusion 
from the EU Structural Funds" 

Partner organizations within the initiative "Maximum benefits for 

Organization                    Amount 
Centre for Interethnic Dialogue and Tolerance € 4 876 

Regional Development Foundation € 5 097 

Integro Association – Razgrad € 5 102 

Liberal Alternative Association € 5 102 

New Way – Hayredin Society € 5 102 

World without Borders Association € 5 102 

 
 
 
 
6.2. Partner organizations within the initiative MERI                                  Network for 
effective Roma integration 

 

Organization Amount 
National Association of Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria € 4 530 

Foundation for Local Government Reform € 2 243 

m 

 6.3. Scheme for refundable and additional funding  

 

http://www.logincee.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MeriBulgaria
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Organization Topic Amount 

Civil Initiative for Local Self-
Government Foundation 

PORIV Project (Support for equal 
opportunities) 

€ 5 111 

World without Borders Association Together we can achieve more € 10 045 

 The Devoted Guardian Association A step ahead in the future  
€  14 531 
refunded  

Dobri Voynikov School, Pobeda village 
Cheerful kaleidoscope  

€ 7 302 

Dupnitsa Municipality Educated and successful  € 18 100 

New Way – Hayredin Association 
Partnership in support of 
entrepreneurship  

€ 21 245 

Bulgaria-Romania Cross-Border 
Cooperation Association 

FromRoma  € 23 010 

   

7. EMERGENCY FUND   
The Emergency Fund of the Open Society foundations was founded in order to support the 
societies in Central and Eastern Europe to face the negative effects related to the global 
economic crisis. As a reaction to the Syrian refugee crisis, in September 2013, the Emergency 
Fund of the Open Society Institute made monetary donation for the campaign of the 
Bulgarian Red Cross, which was used to provide sanitary and hygiene products and 
medications for the migrants on the South-East Bulgarian border. The fund supported also 
an initiative of the Bulgarian Donors Forum for giving warm food to the refugees.  The 
Institute (again via the Emergency Fund) supported also the holding of a seminar for training 
of judges and prosecutors from the border regions on international legal standards for 
protection of refugees. The seminar was organized by the Bulgarian Judges Association and 
was held on October 18, 2013 at the Sofia City Court with the participation of more than 30 
judges and public prosecutors. The training promoted better application of international 
legal standards for protection of fundamental rights and for standardization of the 
respective legal judicial practice at a national level.  
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Organization Topic                Amount 

Regional Future Civil 
Association, Vrav village, 
Vidin 

The funds are provided for payments of wages 
of people hired under the project Support for 
Employment and of respective social security 
and health care taxes. 

€ 1 790 

Bulgarian Judges 
Association 

Asylum right and criminal liability € 1 358 

Hristo Botev Primary School 
Warm and interesting winter for the children at 
Hristo Botrev Primary School, the Bryaga village 

€ 6 743 

Bulgarian Red Cross – 
National 

Purchase of goods to meet the immediate 
needs of the Syrian refugees 

€ 10 226 

Bulgarian Donors Forum  Providing warm food to the Syrian refugees € 7 669 

 
 
 

8. LEGAL PROGRAMME 

 
The mission of the Legal Programme consists in safeguarding the principles of rule of law and 
fundamental human rights in the process of reforms of the Bulgarian judiciary and law 
enforcement institutions. The work of the programme is organized under three thematic 
priorities: fundamental human rights; transparency and accountability of the institutions and 
migration. 
 
Fundamental human rights 
 
Under this thematic priority in 2013 OSI-Sofia is implementing two main initiatives: one is 
targeted at the improvement of the access to justice for indigent people and the other one is 
targeted at curbing the use of hate speech. 
 
In 2013-2014 OSI-Sofia is a project partner of the National Legal Aid Bureau (NLAB) and the 
Council of Europe in the implementation of Predefined project 4 “Improving the access to 
legal aid for vulnerable social groups through the implementation of a pilot project for a 
telephone hot-line for primary legal aid and regional centres for primary legal aid”. 
 
In implementation of the project OSI-Sofia conducted an assessment of the effectiveness 
and accessibility of the currently available system for provision of primary legal aid on 
national level and assisted the NLAB in the development of methodology for the functioning 
of the pilot telephone hot-line for primary legal aid and the pilot centres for primary legal 
aid. 
 
The telephone hot-line for primary legal aid became operational in October 2013. It is 
accessible for all citizens and it is designed as to improve the public awareness about the 
functioning of the national legal aid system and to provide legal information and primary 
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legal advice for those in need. The telephone hot-line is serviced by operators from the NLAB 
and some 40 lawyers from the Sofia Bar Council. Prior to the launch of the telephone hot-
line (on October 14, 2013) OSI-Sofia organized specialized training for the operators and the 
lawyers in order to acquaint them with the specific challenges associated with working with 
people from vulnerable social groups and in order to help lawyers to develop better 
communication skills.  
 
The two pilot centres for primary legal aid were also launched in October 2013. They will 
operate for one year period and their main function if to provide legal information and legal 
consultations to people who cannot afford to pay for a contractual lawyer. The pilot centres 
are located in the district towns of Vidin and Sliven and are serviced by up to 40 lawyers 
from the two respective bar councils. The lawyers received initial training similar to the one 
provided for the professionals from the pilot telephone hot-line. In the pilot centres legal aid 
is provided free of charge for indigent people, persons with disabilities, homeless, refugees 
and other people in vulnerable situation. The aim of the pilot centres is gathering empirical 
data about the legal problems encountered by various vulnerable social groups, testing the 
internal rules of procedures for the functioning of the centres and developing a budgetary 
estimate about the resources needed in order to sustain the centres on a long run.   
 
The second project of OSI-Sofia under the thematic priority Fundamental rights was targeted 
at curbing the proliferation of hate speech in the Bulgarian public sphere. The Legal program 
of the Institute designed and conducted a nationally representative public opinion survey on 
the proliferation and public attitudes towards the use of hate speech. The study provides 
useful guidance and direction as to what should be the priorities of NGO campaigns targeted 
at limiting the spread of hate speech and hate crime on national level; it also sets an 
important base-line against which it will be possible to assess the effectiveness of current 
and future public awareness campaigns.  The report was published in November 2013. 
 
Transparency and accountability of the institutions 
 
OSI-Sofia is conducting systematic monitoring on the public expenditures of the judiciary and 
law enforcement institutions on national level within the framework of a project “The Price 
of Justice in Bulgaria”. In 2013 the project team gathered information, conducted interviews 
and analysed documents in order to prepare the 3rd publication of the series that is due to 
be published in the first half of 2014. 
 
Migration  
 
Due to the continuing internal conflict in Syria, in the summer and autumn of 2013 the influx 
of refugees and undocumented migrants in Bulgaria multiplied almost 6 times compared to 
the previous year. In the first couple of months the Bulgarian authorities proved to be 
unprepared to respond adequately to the challenge. This trend was combined with a wave 
of racist and xenophobic statements in the national media and selected outbursts of hate 
crime against undocumented immigrants in Sofia. 

http://osi.bg/downloads/File/2013/Hate_speech_report_ENG_interactive.pdf
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Under these circumstances OSI-Sofia targeted its efforts primarily towards assisting the 
national authorities in avoiding a humanitarian crisis. In September 2013 OSI-Sofia secured a 
donation for the Bulgarian Red Cross that was targeted at providing sanitary and hygienic 
materials, as well as medicines, for migrants that cross the south-eastern border of the 
country.  

Because many of the migrants were subjected to criminal accusations for illegal border 
crossing, in October 2013 OSI-Sofia secured a small grant for the Bulgarian Judges 
Association that was to allow the training of judges and the prosecutors in international legal 
standards for protection of refugees. The training was conducted on Oct.18, 2013 in Sofia 
City Court, with the participation of some 30 judges and prosecutors from the border 
regions. The training will have a significant impact on securing better implementation of 
relative international human rights standards and in harmonizing the relevant jurisprudence 
on national level.   

 
 

Own projects Amount 

Civil Monitoring in the Police  € 3 960 
European Policies in the Field of Justice and Civil Rights € 1 952 
The price of justice in Bulgaria € 15 152 
Monitoring of the staff policy of the Supreme Judicial Council € 3 962 
Independent evaluation of the effect of the mechanism for cooperation and 
verification on Bulgaria and Romania in their combat against corruption, 
organized crime, and the progress in the judicial reform 

€ 3 230 

Evaluation of the influence of the Legal Aid Act € 3 931 
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9. PUBLIC DEBATE PROGRAMME    
 
2013 was marked by unprecedented, in their duration and scale, civil protests, which caused 
increased social interest in the issues concerning the civic participation and the trust in the 
institutions. At the same time, as a result of the Syrian crisis, Bulgaria was affected by a rising 
refugee wave, which was accompanied by manifestations of xenophobia and an active public 
debate over the use of hate speech in the media and in society. On such a background, in 
2013, OSI–Sofia, within the Public Debate Programme, conducted a representative social 
survey focused on the dynamics of the citizens' trust in the democratic institutions, key 
public policies and reforms, tolerance within the society, social distances, hate speech, and 
economic attitudes of the population in view of the effects of the global economic crisis. The 
survey data helped for the preparation of analytical reports on the social attitudes across the 
country and the spread of hate speech.  
 
Via the electronic edition Politiki.bg and OpenData.bg, the Programme kept promoting 
public debates on priority topics from the agenda of the open society. 
 
In 2013, small grants were provided for the funding of a number of initiatives, including the 
initiative of the Centre for Advanced Study called "Bulgarian Communism – Twenty Years 
Later" and the project "The Unknown Film Archives of the Committee for State Security" of 
the Art Affairs and Documentation Foundation. Financial support of the Public Debate 
Programme was used for the publication of the collection "The Protest. Analyses and 
Positions in the Bulgarian Press – Summer 2013" of the Human and Social Studies 
Foundation.   
                    
 

Own projects     
Continued publication of the electronic Politiki newspaper in 2013 € 19 813  

Conducting of an omnibus survey 2013 € 8 496 

 
 
 

Organization Topic Amount 

Centre for Advanced Study Bulgarian Communism – Twenty Years Later € 614 

Human and Social Studies Foundation 
Publication of the collection "The Protest. 
Analyses and Positions in the Bulgarian Press – 
Summer 2013" 

€ 2 096 

Art Affairs and Documentation 
Foundation 

The Unknown Film Archives of the Committee 
for State Security 

€ 4 985 



 
 

32 

 
10. ROMA PROGRAMME   
 
The Roma Programme continued in 2013 the implementation of its key strategic goals and 
priorities. In this relation, the following activities and initiatives were performed: 
 
Initiatives aimed at the establishment of interethnic tolerance and the overcoming of the 
negative social attitudes towards the Roma people 
 

 Condition of the Roma in Bulgaria Evaluation of the effect of the policies for Roma 
integration in the time of crisis 
The work on the implementation of the project "Condition of the Roma in Bulgaria: 
Evaluation of the effect of the policies for Roma integration in the time of crisis" is 
continuing. The objective of the project is to collect and analyse data about the situation of 
the Roma people in Bulgaria during the social, economic, and political crisis in Europe in the 
past few years. 
 

 Conducting of an omnibus survey 2013 
Inclusion of questions about the social distances in the annual omnibus survey of the 
Institute and tracking of the differences in the attitudes and status of the Roma as compared 
to the rest of the population.  
  

 Support for Roma integration 2013-2020 
Several public events were organized within this initiative. The topic discussed there was the 
progress of the implementation of the national strategic documents concerning the Roma 
community. The participants were representatives of Roma and non-Roma NGOs, local and 
national authorities, experts. 
 

 Citizenship in Bulgaria – State of Indeterminacy 
In 2013, a report was published on the civil registration in Bulgaria and the problems that 
people of Roma origin face because of the impossibility to acquire legal status of citizens. The 

report is available at http://ethnos.bg/data/Grajd_reg.pdf 
 
Within the context of the country's EU membership, and in view of attainment of the goals 
of the Priority "Advocacy for implementation of effective public policies at national and local 
level, as well as adoption of a consistent approach at European level for solution of the 
problems of Roma as European citizens", the Roma Programme undertook the following 
initiatives:  
  
In partnership with the Decade of Roma Inclusion Secretariat Foundation – Budapest and 7 
other Roma non-governmental organizations from Bulgaria, the Open Society Institute – 
Sofia conducted a social survey and prepared a report on the progress of the 
implementation of the National Roma Integration Strategy and the National Action Plan for 
implementation of the Decade of Roma Inclusion. 
(http://romadecade.org/cms/upload/file/9270_file4_bg_civil-society-monitoring-
report_en.pdf). The publication was widely spread in Bulgaria and abroad and was one of 

http://ethnos.bg/data/Grajd_reg.pdf
http://romadecade.org/cms/upload/file/9270_file4_bg_civil-society-monitoring-report_en.pdf
http://romadecade.org/cms/upload/file/9270_file4_bg_civil-society-monitoring-report_en.pdf
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the main sources for the development of the first report of the European Commission on the 
Implementation of the National Roma Integration Strategies at a EU level.  
(http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/files/roma_implement_strategies2014_en.pdf) 
 
 

 PAIRS – Programmes for the active inclusion/integration of Roma 
In 2013, there was continuation of the implementation of the project PAIRS – Programmes 
for the active inclusion/integration of Roma, which includes 16 partners (NGO and 
institutions from 8 countries in South-East Europe). The project is financed by the South-East 
Europe Cooperation Programme and co-funded by the Ministry of Regional Development 
and Public Works. Its objective is to identify good models of Roma integration and to support 
their adaptation in the partner countries. A number of activities were performed – visits for 
exchange of experience, national and international forums on the improvement of the status 
of the Roma in South East Europe, preparation of information materials, etc. 
 

 Internet portal for ethnic minorities Ethnos.bg  
  
The Internet portal http://ethnos.bg/ethnos.php is maintained by the Roma programme by 
means of mobilization of internal resources and external experts. The portal provides 
information related to the legislation on human rights, education, employment, and other 
issues of significance to the Roma community. The portal is a source of news, there is 
informations about ongoing competitions and events, and one of the most valuable parts of 
the portal is the database with contacts of organizations of the ethnic minorities. The 
management of the portal was improved significantly, which is evident also from the 
increased number of unique visitors: compared to an average of 450 unique visitors per 
month in 2012, this number in 2013 was 3500. 
 
Initiatives for Roma capacity building for full participation in social life  
  

 Scholarship programme for doctors and medicine students of Roma origin  
 
The project "Roma Health Care" of the Open Society Institute – Budapest, in cooperation 
with the Scholarship Programme of the Roma Education Fund and the Roma Programme 
of the Open Society Institute – Sofia, implemented a project aimed at supporting the 
education in medicine, the mentorship, and the training in advocacy of the Roma 
students in Bulgaria. 79 young Roma people from across the country received financial 
support for their education at higher education schools in Bulgaria, and took part in the 
training in advocacy, organized by the Centre for Interethnic Dialogue and Tolerance 
"Amalipe". During their training, the students are supported also by mentors - a 
component realized again by the Open Society Institute – Sofia. A new partner in the 
project implementation is Intelday Foundation, which was in charge of the 
communication component. 

 Scholarship programme for students of Roma origin at Bulgarian universities Roma 
Memorial University Scholarship Programme 2012 - 2013  

 

The Open Society Institute - Sofia administers the Scholarship Programmes of the Roma 
Education Fund, Budapest. For the academic year 2012-2013, the Programme for 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/files/roma_implement_strategies2014_en.pdf
http://ethnos.bg/ethnos.php
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scholarships for students of Roma origin at Bulgarian universities (Roma Memorial University 
Scholarship Programme) granted over 255 scholarships to Bachelor, Master, and PhD 
students.   
 

 Scholarship programme "Medics for Tomorrow" 
 

The programme was supported financially by the Trust for Social Achievement and covers 
the academic year 2013/2014. It provides funding to 10 students of Roma origin enrolled in 
medical programmes of higher educational institutions in Bulgaria. It evolved in response to 
the increased need of support for Roma students who cannot provide for themselves while 
studying and who do not receive support from anywhere else. 
 

 Bridge to Business Programme  
 

The programme continued its activity in 2013. It is being implemented in partnership with 
America for Bulgaria Foundation. The main aim of the programme is to provide an 
opportunity for equal integration on the labour market of highly qualified and very 
motivated young people of Roma origin through three-month traineeship programmes at 
leading multinational and national private companies in Bulgaria. During the first quarter of 
2013, 6 youths of Roma origin were accepted as trainees in private companies – Tokuda 
Hospital, Prototip, ING Brokers, Econt, BulYard, Danone. 
 

 Traineeship programme Bridging Roma and Career Opportunities at the US Embassy 
 

The programme was implemented for a second consecutive year. Four youths of Roma 
origin were selected by representatives of the Open Society Institute – Sofia and the US 
Embassy in Bulgaria to spend a 10-week summer traineeship and to improve their skills for 
work in a multicultural environment and their knowledge of English. 
 

Own projects     

Citizenship in Bulgaria – State of Indeterminacy € 1 567  

Conducting of an omnibus survey 2013 € 5 701  

Internet portal for ethnic minorities - еthnos.bg € 60  

Support for Roma integration 2013-2020 €2 294  

Formation of an Advisory Board of Roma civil organizations € 1 192  

Condition of Roma people in Bulgaria - evaluation of the policies for Roma 
integration in the time of crisis  

€1 345  
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11. Scholarship programme "Medics for Tomorrow" with the financial support of Trust for 
Social Achievement  

 

Scholarship holder  
                          

Amount 
Velizar Kirilov Vasilev € 1 074 

Gina Atanasova Aleksandrova € 1 074 

Desislava Lyubchova Georgieva € 1 074 

Elena Metodieva Tsvetanova € 1 074 

Iskra Lyubchova Georgieva € 1 074 

Lora Vaskova Leninova € 1 074 

Lyuben Lyubchov Georgiev € 1 074 

 
 
 
 
12. Traineeship programme "Bridge to Business - Traineeship Programme for Young Roma 
in Private Sector" with the financial support of America for Bulgaria Foundation  
 

Trainee  
                        

Amount 
Aneliya Vasileva Ilieva € 1 074 

Bilyana Nikolova Petrova € 1 074 

Iliya Stoyanov Genchev € 1 074 

Kristina Vasileva Stefanova € 1 074 

Nikolay Georgiev Dimitrov € 1 074 

Snezhina Valerieva Slaveva € 1 074 
 

    

 
 
 
13. Traineeship programme at the US Embassy Bridging Roma and Career Opportunities,    
with the financial support of the US Embassy  
 

Trainee   
                           
Amount 

Galina Rumenova Nikolova € 480 

Denis Asenov Yordanov € 480 

Krasimir Mihaylov Mihaylov € 480 

Radoslav Marinov Marinov € 480 
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14. PROJECT DESIGN UNIT 
 
In 2013, the Project Design Unit worked on the preparation and formulation of project ideas, 
and on the preparation of documents and offers for the ensuring of funding from various 
sources, in relation to the implementation of the OSI–Sofia strategy and the achievement of 
its goals. The Unit supported also the implementation of projects in the following main 
fields: 
 

- The Unit prepared proposals and started the implementation of a public 
procurement for maintenance and elaboration of the Ranking System of the 
Universities in Bulgaria, which was commissioned by the Ministry of Education. 

 The Unit took part in the preparation of a proposal and started the implementation 
of a public procurement about the vocational education and the labour market, 
which was commissioned by the Ministry of Education. 

 Jointly with the Unit for Social Surveys and experts from the Governance and Public 
Policies Programme, it prepared an offer and participated in the implementation of a 
Panel survey of the Bulgarian households, realized in partnership and with the 
financial support of the World Bank.  

 
During the past year, the Unit participated actively also in the elaboration of the Quality 
Management System of OSI–Sofia, in relation to the certification of the Institute under ISO 
9001:2008, as well as in the structuring and organization of the relevant QMS 
documentation. 


