PUBLIC HEALTH

TRAINING SESSIONS FOR DELEGATING SOCIAL SERVICES TO NGO
Project Objectives

The training sessions aim to increase the capacity of NGOs operating in the social sphere
as well as to promote cooperation between the local authorities and NGOs.

The seminars discussions will centre on the possibility to organize competitions for
delegating social services to NGOs. The discussions will also focus on how such
competitions are organized, the ways in which you can participate, the funding of social
services and the methods the different municipalities employ to raise money. Moreover,
people will become familiar with the European Social Fund which Bulgaria can access after
EU accession. Apart from increasing people’s knowledge about the specific mechanisms,
the project aims to emphasize the importance of developing the capacity of the socially
oriented NGOs as partners in absorbing the EU funds.

The seminars will be held especially for representatives of local social directorates,
municipal councilors, representatives of the regional branches of the Social Assistance
Agency and local NGOs. The project aims to exchange experience and ideas as well as to
promote cooperation between the local authorities and NGOs.
Project Implementation Tools

e Training seminars

e Working meetings;

« Consultation.
Project Status
In progress
Project Development

The project envisages the organization of seminars in 8 municipalities - Varna, Burgass,
Lovech, Russe, Pleven, Blagoevgrad, Plovdiv and Smolyan.

The Bulgarian Association for people with mental disabilities (BAPMD) will help organizing
the seminars.

Results
Period for carrying out the project — January 1st - December 31st 2006
Experts and Partners
e Bulgarian Centre for Non-For-Profit Law
e Bulgarian Association for people with mental disabilities (BAPMD)
e Marieta Dimitrova
e Atanas Slavov
e Stefan Ivanov
Funding

Open Society Institute - Sofia
Open Society Institute - Europe

Contact Person

Boyan Zahariev
bzahariev@osf.bg

Desislava Sirakova
dsirakova@osf.bg

Luyben Panov
luben@bcnl.bg
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